le @arma.ﬂtlwnslbire
%isiorian

Vol. IX 20p



THE CARMARTHENSHIRE
HISTORIAN

Edited by
E. VERNON JONES

Published by
Carmarthenshire Community Council
Being the Journal of its Local History Committee
Dark Gate Chambers, Red Street, Carmarthen
1972




CONTENTS

Page
Ave Arque Vale ... 3
Fingers of Forsaken Stone i il
The Carmarthen Eisteddfod of 1867 .. +4
Modes and Manners In Another Age ... 71
William Jenkins Rees 1772-1855 .. 73
Apostle and Benefactor ... 77
Before It's Forgotten ... a0
Review © The Srory of Carmarthen ... 83

Letters 1o the Editor ... . f4



Editorial

Thar history repeats itself is a proposition commended by all
and supported by none. Thus we are persuaded by the pundits,
bur still keep an open car for the preacher who said there is no new
thing under the sun.

In the fulness of time Alexander becomes Napoleon, all-con-
quering, and Hitler is the brute heir of Nero, incinerating Jews in
place of Christians. It has all happened before, savs the man in the
street, and it will happen again. Vandals Hourish, bullies triumph,
martyrs suffer and men go on endeavouring to the utmost for the
highest though truth is worsted and deceit insinuates. It is ever so
The patlern changes, but the warp and woof of people and events
remain the same. The thing that hath been, it is the thing which shall
be, saith the preacher ; it hath been already of old time,

All this in the larger sense. In a smaller context of time and
place the talk and doings in Carmarthen a century ago are not un-
familiar in our own scene. More wages, higher living standards,
leisure for the masses, nationalism, xenophobia, unruly behaviour and
a lot more are patent symptoms of contemporary society, but they arc
not exclusive to our time, as Mr. D. L. Baker-Jones reminds us in
the present volume of The Carmarthenshive Historian in recalling the
Marticnal Eisteddfod at Carmarthen in 1867,

Said one, during thar earlier ritual week of cultural gratfication,
the time had come for the lower classes w acguire the intellectual
hobbies and interests of the upper classes. He was thinking in terms
of natural history and the goings-on of moeths and burterflies ; butter-
fly nets for all would bring emancipation, if not equality. There was
talk of rural depopulation and cmigration. Narrow natonalism
was condemned, but an ant-English faction vociferated nevertheless.
Thev even had unruly behaviour like we have. Tt was said thar
improved wages and conditions made it possible for people 10 enjov
the berter things in life ; even the tastes of the masses could be re-
fined, extended and elevated. Just what we have been saying in our
tuime. But there is one great difference ; they had narural history,
we—all of us—have telly providing culure on rap. Otherwise we
still have an affluent class—those who boast colour TV in the domestic
SAMCTULL.

But the pundits are right all the same : history does not repeat
ftself, Tt is just that things change and the more they change the
more they remain the same,




Ave Atque Vale

A Brief Review of the History of the Quarter Sessions in
Carmarthenshire

By Major FRANCIS JONES, c.v.0., T.D., F.8.4.,
Wales Herald of Arsns Exrraordinary

SD far as Wales is concerned the year 1535 is the star point of
the history of Justices of the Peace. They were introduced by the
act of 27 Henry VIII, c.5 (1535) which provided for the appointment
under the Great Seal of Justices of the Peace, Justices of the Quorum,
and Justices of Gaol Delivery, who were to act within the Crown
lands in Wales. The next stage was the Act of 27 Henry VIII,
c.26, usually referred w as the *Act of Union’ whereby Wales was
united to England, and the separate jurisdictions—lordships marcher
and Crown lands—abolished, and the country formed into shires
along the English pattern. The final stage was the act of 34-3
Henry VIII, c.26 (1542), which contained a section (54) stating
that Justices of the Peace for the whole of Wales were to be appointed
by the Lord Chancellor on the advice of the President and Council
of Wales and the Justices of the Grear Scssions. or by any three
justices of whom the President had tw be one. At the same time
the Ouarter Sessions end the Great Sessions were cstablished for
Wales. The latter functioned until July 1830 when they were
abolished, bur the former continued to function untl the end of
1971, a period of four hundred and twenty nine years. The Quarter
Sessions were abolished by The Courts Act 1971, which established
with effect from I January 1972 a new court, The Crown Court, to
try indictments and to exercise other jurisdiction previously exercised
by courts of Quarter Sessions.

From 1542 the number of Justices of the Peace 1o each county
was statutorily limited to eight, but this proved unrealistic, and the
maximum limit was never observed, so that in 1581, for instance,
Carmarthenshire had as manv as twenty-five. The seventeenth
century saw a further increase in their number, and in 1693 the King
was empowered to appoint as many Justices of the Peace as he
pleased. In the eighteenth century, the heyday of the squires, their
numbers swelled considerably, so that in many counties, including
Carmarthenshire, they eventually numbered over one hundred.

The Quarter Sessions mer four times yearly, and in addition to
their Judicial functions, the civil administration of the country was in




their hands, It s true to say that the rulers of Wales, from this
time onwards were the Justices of the Peace operating collectively
through the Quarter Sessions. Edicts of central government could
not be implemented without the co-operation of these unpaid admin-
istrators, and cxamples exist where they rendered totally ineffective
certiin acts of parliament which they felt were not in the interests of
the inbabitants of counties in which they lived. Tr was a form of
“Home Rule”, when the Welsh were ruled by the class best qualified
to do so, namely the old landed gentry, from whom the overwhelming
bulk of the TJustices came.

Maitland’s dictum that the office of Justce of the Peace is “the
most distinctively English part of all our government institutions™ is
one with which no informed person will disagree. The work of
Justices as individuals is important, bur more importanc still was their
work as a combined body within each shire. It is through the
co-operation of the Justices of the Peace that the Quarter Sessions
became the effective instrument of the judicature throughout the land
of Britain,

Two Functions

T wish to emphasise again the Quarter Sessions had two distinet
functions. Judicial and administradve matters were dealt with
separately.  Firstly, the Secssions dealt with criminal and civil cases,
in other words, it had & purely judicial function ; this aspect of its
work contnued until it was superseded by the intreduction of Crown
Courts.  Secondly, the Sessions dealt with the civil adminisiration
of the county, and, 2 glance at the records of Quarter Sessions will
show that this was undoubtedly the greater part of their duries, a
situation which contnued until the Local Government Act of 1888
placed administration in the hands of the County Council elected
exclusively to underiake that dury.

Few people today appreciate the important part that the justices
plaved in the history of the county from 1542 pnwards. Commenting
on the introduction of Justices of the Peace in Wales, Trevelyan
writes in his History of England, “supported by the strong arm of the
central Government the Justices of the Peace were able to rule in the
wild hill regions where fendalism and brutalism had run riet for
centuries.  These magistrares, under the system inaugurated by Henry
VIII, were not Englishmen imported to held down the natives, bur
Welsh gentlemen who were the natural leaders of the people™.

Before the end of the Elizabethan age, the Justices of the Peace
were an essentinl part of governmental machinery, and graduvally

became the rulers of Wales, The comperence of their main court, the
Quuarter Sessions; was wide and vague. They could and did exercise
“seneral authority”. Their powers were not confined to criminal
cases, bur extended to adjudicating on certain civil casés, They
were ministerial and executive officers as well as judicial, made their
vwn regulations and enforced them. By rhe reign of James I the
affairs of the shire were wholly in the hands of the Cuarter Sessions,
the supreme authority. Between 1688 and 1835 the Quarter Sessions
assumed a legislative authority, enjoving complete autonomy. The
Tustices acted in three ways—as individual magistrates sitting alone
{somefimes in their own parlours) ; jointdy with a few colleagues in
a division of the county ; and collectively in general Quarter Sessions,
Ir was @ case of “Home Rule for Wales”, where the land was
governed and administered by Welshmen who lived eon their own
freeholds among their own folk, fully aware of local conditions, and,
on the whole, a humane and responsible body of men. We must
remember too, that there were verv few “professionals™ 1o help them,
there was no organised bureaucracy, so that the Justice was no mere
figurehead. He was hard-worked and hard-working.

Selection and Number of Justices

For many centurics property ownership was a requirement for
election to the Bench, originally land worth £20 annually (a large
sum in Tuder times), and although in Wales this figure was lowered,
land ownership remained the basic gqualification.  George Owen. the
Pembrokeshire historian (died 1614) tells us that in his time “the
Tustices and the chiefest gentlemen in every shyre that beare that
office, with som learned in the laws”, adding, doubtless thinking of
those with the lower landed gualifications, “dyvers men lyving are
climbd upp t the hench by whom as the sayd statute saveth the
people will not be ruled”.  Thus it became the preserve of the landed
gentry, but from the early sixteenth cemtury industrialists, manu-
facturers, and well-to-do tradesmen were added, bur these always
formed a minority. From the early part of the eighteenth century
clergymen were added to the Bench. Tn the nineteenth century, and
particularly in the twentieth, the field of selection was considerably
widened, so that by today the Justices are representative of all
secrions of the community, So deeply entrenched was the notion of
property-owning, that when the Justices of the Quarter Sessions were
discussing the provisions of the proposed Local Government Bill, they
resolved (26 April 1888) “That the County of Carmarthen recom-
mends that the qualification for County Councillors whether elected
or selected be the ownership of property or residence within the
County”. That “ownership of property” is placed first in these
requirements is a significant indication of their way of thinking,




Thos: appeinted to be Justices had to take statutory oaths in
open court, and to present certificates that they had taken Holy
Communion in the parish church according to the rites of the
Established Church. In 1802 William Paxton, esquire, took the
oaths as a magistrate ; in 1803 there was a spate of new magistrates—
David Heron Pugh, William McClary, Howell Price, Jenkin Davies,
the Revd. Lewis Lewis, the Revd. Daniel Bowen, R, I. Starke,
Herberr Bvans, the Revd. Evan Holliday, Evan Jones of Dolwilym,
William Skyrme, Llewellyn Parry of Gernos (Cards), and Lord
Kensington 5 in 1825, Sir William Champion de Crespigny Br., of
Rhosduon Fawr, Pencarreg, took the oath as a landowner of £100
per annum, in 1836 the Revd, Llewelyn Lewellin, D.C.L., Principal
of St, Davids College, Lampeter, and in 1864, a rara avis, Henry
Ridgard Bagshaw took the oath as required from him as a Roman
Catholic 1o enable him to act as a magistrate for Carmarthenshire.

At the accession of a new monarch, the Justices again subscribed
o the customary oaths. At the Quarter Sessions held on 14 July
1830, it was ordered that all magistrates were 1o take oaths of
allegiance, supremacy, and abjuration, o His Majesty King William
IV. Their loyalty was further expressed in numerous congratulatory
addresses to the sovercign and other members of the Royal Family.
In 1837 they sent an address of congratulation to Queen Victoria
on her accession to the Throne, and an address of condelence to the
Queen Dowager on the death of his late Majesty. In 18542 theyv sent
loyal messages to the Queen, Prince Albert, and the Duchess of Kent,
on the occasion of gn amempt on the Queen’s life by one John
Francis (a man with no Carmarthenshire connections, by the way).
In 1862 they sent an address of condolence to the Queen on the death
of The Prince Consort, A more felicitous occasion was the marriage
of The Prince of Wales, which drew from the justices in Quarter
Sessions assembled the following address on 9 April 1863 :
“Most Gracious Sovereign. We your Majesty’s Justices of the Peace
in Quarter Sessions assembled, approach your Majesty with sentiments
of affectionate lovalty requesting that your Majesty will be pleased to
accept our sincere congratulations upon the occasion of the marriage
of His Roval Highness The Prince of Wales with a Princess of the
Royal Line of Denmark. We offer up our heartfelt prayers thar the
mutual affection which was the germ of that happy union mayv daily
increase and that the guardianship of heaven mav shield their Royal
Highnesses from all ¢vents which may have ever a tendency to disturb
their future happiness. We fully anticipate thar the happiness which
we fervently hope may ever attend their Roval Highnesses' path
through life may shed a beneficial influence over the sorrow of which
vour Majesty has been so heavily afflicted and thar the affectionate

efforts of their Roval Highnesses will cver be directed to aid and
support your Majesty in the conduct of the arduous affairs of State
and to afford comfort and solace w the hours of leisure, relieved
from the dutes of the elevated position in which your Majesty’s
wishes have been so successfully realised by exertions to promote
the welfare and happiness of your people throughout your Majesty’s
extensive dominions”,

In January 1879 an address was forwarded to condole with Her
Majesty upon the death of the Princess Alice. In April 1864 they
sent addresses of congratularions on the birth of Prince Albert Victor
to the Prince and Princess of Wales, and 2 similar address o the
Queen. The fiftieth anniversary of the Queen's reign in 1887 pro-
vided a further occasion for a congratularory address.

Meeting Places

From medieval times to our own, the Justice of the Peace would
sit with his fellow-Justices in general Quarter Sessions for his native
shire. In theory all Justices were entitled, indeed expected, 1o
attend, so that when fully assembled, the Court of Quarter Sessions
with its Bench of Justices, juries, officials, clerks, lawyers, and
prisoners, may have numbered a hundred or more. During the last
century the number of Justices who attended the Carmarthenshire
Quarter Sessions numbered between 6 and 33, In 1863 for instance,
the Chairman sar at Carmarthen flanked by 33 Justces. The
accommaodating of such number inevitably created a problem, and the
Carmarthenshire records often mention extensions having to be made
t the Shire Hall. During the nincteenth century the work of the
Sessions increased rapidly, with the result that it became necessary
to appoint numerous committees o deal with matters in detail and
report their findings to the General Quarter Sessions, where they were
gither confirmed or referred back. Some Justices failed to attend as
regularly as they might, whereupon the Clerk of the Peace placed
an asterisk opposite the names of defaulting members when he pre-
pared the minutes. This custom annoyed some of the Justices, none
more so than Mr. Richard Jennings of Gellideg. Accordingly at the
Quarter Sessions held on 7 April 1881, Mr. Jennings got on his feet
and gave notice that ar the next Sessions he would move that the
custom of placing stars opposite the names of gentlemen who failed
to attend committees be discontinued. The Clerk of the Peace grave-
Iy entered the notice of motion in the records of the court.  The next
Sessions were held on 24 June 1881, and how the Clerk must have
chuckled when he entered this minure—"Mr. Jennings's motion to
discontinue placing stars opposite the names of gentlemen who failed
to artend committess was not moved, Pecanse Mr. Jenmings was not
present”.




In well-organised Sessions, the first day was taken up in reading
a proclamation of recent staiutes, and charges read to the jurors and
officials, The hearing of presentments and trial of cases would follow
on the succesding days, A case would normally be tried on the day
following the indicement, sometimes not uneil the next Sessions
However, the administration of county matters, what would be called
local government today, occupicd most of the time of the Sessions.

The meetings were usually held at the shire halls in Carmarthen
and Llandeilo, alternately. But they were by no means always held
in these towns or in shire halls in the carlier days. For instance on
1 February 1740 the meeting was held at the Old Plough Inn in
Llandovery, when James Price of Cilgwyn the newly elecred Clerk
of the Peace subscribed to the customary oaths. At the end of that
_Sessu'uns it was decided that the next Quarter Sessions be held in the
inn kept by the widow Chapman in St Clears, and in the autumn of
1749 they were held at The Red Lion, Llandeilo, when the innkeeper
received 40 shillings “for the use of his house to hold the Quarter
Sessions™ ; and in the summer of 1752 they were held ar Llandeilo
in the house of one Thomas Beynon who received two guineas “for
the use of his room to hold this Sessions”. The Winter Sessions of
1801 were held in a house in Spilman Streer, Carmarthen, and the
Spring Sessions of the following year at the Bear Inn, Llandeilo, and
the Summer Sessions of 1802 at the house of Vaughan Horton, J.P.,
in King Street, Carmarthen. During the nineteenth century they
were held in the shire halls of Carmarchen and Llandeilo.

Cases

. All manner of cases came before the Quarter Sessions, the most
important ones being sent on to the Court of Great Sessions (which
operated from 1542 to 1830) or to the Assizes. They included
homicide, assaults and violence (particularly numerous), burglary and
theft (there seems to have been a high percentage of nimble-fingered
folk in the county), miots, theft from wrecks, forgery, and so on.
When an offence merited heavier punishment, the cases were sent o
the superior court, that of the Great Sessions. Thus on July 1309
a writ of cerrforari was produced for removing to the Grear Sessions
the indictment found against eighteen men for unlawful assembly,
riot, and demolishing two limekilns in Pendine parish ; and in Jan-
uary 1812 a similar writ removed the indictment against Rees Goring
Thomas for failing to repair the churchvard wall of the parish church
of Llannon, to the superior court.

Some of the punishments may seem harsh to us today, but
doubtless “fitted the crime” in a somewhat rough age—imprisonment

with hard labour, transportation, “sent to the hulks™, whipping, fines,
and so on. Thus in 1749 Danicl James, gaoler, was paid £1 for
whipping Enoch Charles, a convicted felon. The gacler himself was
o angel, for in the Spring Sessions of 1730 he was fined £35 “for
his Insolent Behaviour to the Court now sitting™.  In 1752 Morgan
William a shoemaker of Llangadog was fined half-a-crown for
“keeping 4 Dhsorderly House™. In 1797, nine men were indicted for
“a Riot and Disturbance at Llanon, against the authoriiy of the
Magistrates there assembled, and the hindrance of justice and in 1801
the Quarter Sessions offered a reward of 20 puineas for discovering
the author of a “Threatening Handbill’” sent to magistrates in the
Laugharne and St, Clears districts. A writ of cerrforars was produced
in the Summer Sessions of 1811 in respect of one Thomas Richards
of Llandingat “for disquieting and disturbing the congregation assem-
bled ot a Meedng house™ [place of worship] and for an assault. A
more serious casc was that of Willlamm Prosser who in 1821 was
committed for contempt of court and tampering with the Grand
Jury, In the Spring Sessions of 1797 it was ordered that the High
Sheriff apprehend five men for plundering the wreck of the Swedish
vessel, Hederig Charlotta, on the coast of Laugharne. Some officials
were not beyond reproach, particularly Richard Penry, a constable of
Llanedy parish, who was prosecuted in 1797 for forgery, namely
altering the fipure 6d to 18d, in a pass granted to a vagrant by
MNarhaniel Morgan, J.P. Men were also fined for failing to attend
for jury service after having heen summoned to do so ; thus in 1834
Thomas Rees of Abercover and William Yalden of Vauxhall were
each fined 40 shillings for not appearing to serve on the Grand Jury.

Local offictals were punished for failing to arend the Sessions,
such as Morgan David, chicf constable of the upper division of Cayo,
end Samuel Charles, constable of Kidwelly, who were fined 40
shillings apiece in 1751 for non-atwendance, Where good reason was
shown the names of certain men qualified to be jurors were struck
off the list by order of the magistrates. In 1750 Peter Rutherch of
Llandeilofawr, and in 1794 John Zacharias of Conwil Elfed, gentle-
man, were excused further service as they were over 70 years of age
and infirm. In 1801, David Jones of Bailybedw, Llanllwni, was
excused, “being deaf”, and in 1825 William Hancock of Moche,
Llanstephan, was granted a writ of ease, “he being liable o firs™,

In the Summer Sessions of 1801, Mary Price of Llangunnor was
found guilty of stealing a blue, red and white striped petty coat, a
check linen apron, and a spotted shawl handkerchief, of the total
value of 45 2d, and sentenced to 6 months in a solitary cell in the
House of Correction, and kept to hard labour. For stealing a silver




tea spoon valued at 10 pence, in 1801, David John of Cilrhedyn,
yeaman, was ordered 1o be delivered to Sergeant Lewis of the 46th
Regiment of Foor to be conveyed immediately to the said regiment
then in Ireland, and in the same sessions Priscilla John of Llanarthney
was senténced to 12 months solitary confinement with hard labour
for stealing rwo ducks.

Another form of punishmient awaited William Davies, convicted
for theft, who was conveved [rom Carmarthen (aol to Portsmouth
harbour to be delivered on board the “Lyon™ hulk in 1800 ; and in
the following year Hannah Williams, similarly convicted, was con-
veved to the hulk “Nile” lying ar Spithead. Harry Lloyd, a labourer
of Llanfairarybryn having been found guilty of stealing articles valued
at 14 shillings in 1821, was sentenced to transportation for 14 vears
to ome of His Majesty’s Dominions beyond scas.

On the other hand, a curiously moedern ring is provided by an
order in the Sessions of 1822 when the Court ordered rthat a stove be
obtained for the lock-up at Llandovery, “necessary for the comfort
of those thar may be confined therein”. In 1795 the County Treas-
urér was authorised to spend £5 to provide coals for “the poor
prisoners now confined in the County Gaol”. Neither were the
spiritual needs of prisoners overlooked, and in 1810 it was ordered that
“eix or eight Godly books™ be provided for them.

Mumerous references are found to Rebecca rioters, and in 1840
the gaoler was authorised “to purchase a caravan for the conveyance
of Prisoners”’—forerunner of the Black Maria. On 31 March 1840
the Tustices authorised the pavment of £1 7. 6. to James James, con-
stable for keeping prisoners in custody and attending them before
magistrates “on suspicion of destroying the gate and toll houwse at
Evelwen®, This was the first tollgate to be destroyed by the apostles
of violence who became known as Rebecca rioters, The situation
deteriorated so much that on 4 January 1843 the Quarter Sessions
decided to apply to the Secretary of State for the Home Department
for a military force of 50 men to be sent from Brecon to St. Clears
and neighbourhood and to be under the direction of the local magis-
trate ; and 50 special constables to be selected at the Petty Sessions
ar St. Clears from the farmers of thar neighbourhood, and placed
under the Inspector of Palice ; that 30 of the most effective Pen-
sioners in western Carmarthenshire be sworn as special constables,
and placed under such command as the magistrates ar the St. Clears
Petty Sessions should appoint ; and finally, that the Secretary of
State for the Home Department issue s free pardon to any accomplice
or accomplices ““in the late outrage, who will give evidence to con-

viction apdinst the perpetrators of such outrage™.  The cosp of com-
bating the Rebecca rioters, partly borne by the county, proved heavy,
and 1 October 1543 the Quarter Sessions agreed that on account
of the distressed stare of the ratepayers, the Vice Licutenant be re-
quested to represent o the Government that the Government should
bear the expense of the Metropolitan policemen seat to Carmarthen-
shire “during the outrages and disturbances and the destruction and
demolition of turnpike gates and toll houses by incendiarism”.

An echo of the landing of the French ar Fishguard occurs in the
January sessions of 1798, when the gaoler received 3 guineas for his
“rrouhle and aitendance for three wesks warching the French prisoners
in the County Gaol™.

Movements of paupers and “strollers”™ to their home parishes was
vigorously enforced as they were a charge upon the rates if allowed
to remain.  Sometimes punishment accompanied the order, as in 1805
when Elizabeth Banner of the parish of Mathry, Pembrokeshire, and
her infant male child turned up in Carmarthenshire without means
of subsistence. She was brought before the Quarter Sessions who
ordered that she be kept in the House of Correction te hard labour
for seven days, and afrerwards, together with her child, ro be con-
veyed to her parish of settlement, Mathry, Bastardy maters also
came before the Justices. In 1820 and 1822, two randy school-
masters, David Jones of Brechfa and Willam Evans of Llangathen,
were sworn as. putative fathers and o be responsible for financial
provision for the infants, and in 1826 two persons from Cilyowm
parish with the splendid classical names of Sil Silvanus and Mary
Anpgustes, who had loved not wisely bur too well found themselves
facing a pgrave Bench anxious 1o keep the rates down. Such illicit
jovousness could be expensive, as John Theophilus of Llanfynydd,
adjudged father of Dinah Davies’s twins, found in 1796 when he
was ordered 10 pay to the churchwardens of Llanfynydd £9 for
Dinah’s lying-in, and 3 shillings towards the maintenance of the
infants. What tragedy lies behind the following entry in 1836—
“Pay Rehecca Lewis, sexton of Llangadock, 5 shillings for disinterring
the body of John Thomas, an illegitimate child suppesed o have been
poisoned”,

County Administration

We now turn to a more happy side of the Quarter Sessions,
mamely administration of the county., This wuched practically
every aspect of life—the levving of rates, care of public buildings, the
constabulary, recruiting for the armed services, militia affairs, appeint-
ment of officials, licencing of inns, registering of Nonconformist




Meering Houses, weights and measures, prices and wages, care of
records, enclosures, Judpe's lodgings, bankrupicies, and so on. The
following examples illustrate the wvariety of subjects that exercised the
Justices in Quarter Sessions.

Oificials

First of all, let us look at the officials. By far the most import-
ant was the Clerk of the Peace. He was appointed by the Custos
Romlerum, and most of the routine work of arranging the Quarrer
Sessions fell on him, such as drawing up indicuments, arraigning
prisoners, making out warrants and orders, keeping lists of jurors,
and recording judgemenis of the Court, He kepr the records but that
duty he sometimes delegated o 8 Depury-Clerk where such existed.
The salary he received was derisory, but it must be remembered that
the office carried fees, and normally the Clerk carried on a private
legal practice as well.

On his appointment he had to appear before the Justices in
Sessions o tuke the necessary oaths. On 1 February 1749 James
Price of Cilgwyn, Myddfai parish, having been appointed Clerk of
the Peace, before the Justices of the Quarter Sessions held ar the Old
Plough Inn, Llandovery, took the oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy,
the Test and other oaths, and produced evidence that he had 1aken the
sacrament on Sunday afrer divine service and sermon, according to
the several Acts of Parliament. On 28 December 1834, the Court
record reads “Edward Jones of Llandovery, gentleman, produced
his Appointment of Clerk of this County under the hand and seal of
the Ri. Hon, George Talbor Rice, Lord Dynevor, Custos Retulorum
of the said county, and it was ordered that he should take the oath
of office and also the oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and Abjurarion,
and he took the same accordingly in open Court™.  As T have said,
the Clerk of the Peace was allowed to carry on a private practice,
and received the normal legal fees for work carried out on behall of
the Quarter Sessions which were often considerable. As time went
on the tendency was to raise the Clerk’s salary and 1o limit or “peg”
his legal fees. In 1829 the Sessions resolved thar in future the
Clerk be allowed £200 a year “in lieu of fees from this county, money
orders excepted”’, instead of £100 a year as had been agreed in 1799,
In 1835 they resolved that he be allowed £270 yearly in lieu of fees,
burt exclusive of expenses incurred by him in bringing actions pursuant
to the order of the Justices, and he was to receive a further £80
vearly for expenses and trouble imposed on him by the Reform Act
in respect of registration of clectors;, and they resolved further that
he should be recompensed for any extraordinary work undertsken
by him pursuant to any future act of parliament. In January 1853

the Sessions revised the scale, and resolved that £330 vearly “was a
fair and proper sum to be paid to the Clerk of the Peace for his
salary”, exclusive of fees on prosecutions and other legal business
iransacted on bchalf of the county, or stamp dutics, fees to counsel,
or costs in relation w the Rural Police.

 The Justices kept a wary eve on salaries, over which they exer-
cised rigid control. Their attitude is exemplified in a resolution
made in 1830, which read, "Ordered that no salary now pavable to
any person out of County Rates and under the Control of the Mag-
1strates, be from henceforth increased without notice given of such
intended increase at the Quarter Sessions previous to the Session in
which such increase shall be proposed, and no such notice or increase
o be made ar any adjourned Sessions, and thar notice be inserted in
the néwspaper belonging ro the County”. Previous Clerks had not
fared so well. In 1795 it was laid down that the salary of Richard
Jones Llwyd, then Clerk of the Peace, be £100 per annum ; and his
successor in office, Charles Morgan, had to be content with a similar
sum on his appeinmment in October 1799

The County Treasurer, appointed by the Quarter Sessions, was
less well off. In 1823 Thomas Jones was appointed (vice David
William Stephenson, deceased) ar £40 yearly, and providing sureties
in £2000 for due performance of the office. When Richard Rees
took up the post in 1836, his yearly salary was the same ; and in 1850
Charles Henry Hughes, attorney ar law, was appointed County
Treasurer at £350 wvearly, and also Treasurer of the Police Rate at
£30 vearly, he providing a bond with sureties in the sum of £3000 ;
in 1825 the County Solicitor received a vearly salary of £80, and in
1840 his successor was appointed at a salary of £105,

There were other officials who became more numerous as the
work of the Sessions increased, ultimately leading to the establish-
ment of a full-time bureaucracy. Among them were the County
Gaoler who received £60 in 1794, the Governor of the House of
Correction at £105 in 1806, the Court Crier ar £15 in 1809, the
Surgeon of the County Gaol at £30 in 1812, the schoolmaster at the
Gaol at £20 in 1837, the Hall-keeper ar £10 in 1823, Bridge-master
for the county at £30 in 1812, “upon giving up all other employment”,
and an Inspector of Weights and Measures in 1846 with a salary
of £70, and to receive a moicty of all fines levied, and ten per centum
of the fees. Pensions were granted to those who retired. A pension
of £50 was granted in 1825 to Benjamin Waugh on his retirement as
Gaoler and Master of the House of Correction, and in the following
vear John Moses was “discharged from the situation of Turnkey in
consequence of old age and infirmities attendant thereon, and allowed
a pension of £15 pa” Care of bridges had long been an amateur




and par-time concern, but the increase in trade, and subsequently
comimunications, demanded a more professional attention, and in
1848 Richard Kyrke Penson of Oswestry, Salop, Civil Engineer, was
appointed full-rime Bridge Surveyor for the whole of Carmarthen-
shire (he engaging to resign a similar appointment for Cardiganshire)
at a salary of £150 pa. including travelling expendes.

Other officials not directly under the Justices were obliged to
gualify themselves for their posts by taking statutory oaths and
delivering sacrumental certificates o the Quarter Sessions, From
1807 onwards the Portreeves of Laugharme and of St Clears regularly
qualified themselves in this manner, In April 1808 William Lloyd
of Lagues, esquire, took the ocaths as High Sheriff of the county,
In 1831 the Revd. Joshua Davies wok the oaths to qualify himself.
In 1808 Thomas Williams qualified himself as an officer of excise,
and Hector Rees as Waiter and Searcher at the port of Llanclly. In
1853 Hugh Williams, esquire; duly gualified himsclf as “Recorder of
the Borough of St, Clears™.

A large number of clergymen similarly took caths and made the
declarations to qualify themselves for ccclesiastical appointments,
In 1831 the Revd Joshua Davies took the oaths to gqualify himself
#s Prebendary of Llandyvgwydd, Cards. ; in 1833 the Revd. Rice
FRees, M.A.. Professor of Welsh in St. Davids College, Lamperter,
as rector of the sinecure rectory of Llanddewi Felfre, Pems. ; in
1538 the Revd. David Lloyd Herbert Thackery Griffies Williams of
Llwynhelig, as rector of Penboyr and perperual curate of Llanfi-
hangel Aberbythych ; the Revd, William Harries of Abersannan as
vicar of Llanfynyvdd, and the Revd. John William Pugh of Greenhill
as vicar of Llandeilofawr ; in 1841 the Revd. John Jones as perpetual
curate of Llanreithan, Pembs. and the Revd. Richard Bowen Jones,
B.A., as rector of Cilymaenllwyd enm capella Castle Dwyrhan ; and
in 1850 the Revd. Samuel Jones as perpetual curate of Eglwysfair-
Glyntaf.

Deputations of gamekeepers, usually men of standing, were also
recorded in the Sessions, In 1750, the Revd. William Harries of
Laugharne, clerk was appointed by Sir John Philipps, Bart., lord
of the manor of Llanddowror, and William Plowden of Plowden Hall,
Salop, lord of the manor of Oysterlowe Grange, o be gamckeeper
within the said manors,

Records of Court

A matter that greatly exercised the mind of the Clerk of the
Peace was the care and preservation of Courr records. The person
responsible for the records was the Custos Rotulorum, usually appoint-

ed from the most prominent Justices, but he normally delegared the
work to the Clerk, who ensured that they were kept safely and would
be produced when necessary. These were staturory papers, and
apart from the legal necessity for their conservation, were required
for precedents and references to help in current administration.  From
the historian’s point of view, they are invaluable, and a satisfactory
history of a county cannot be written without consulting them. In
1794 the Quarter Sessions papers include a payment of £13 2, 6. w
David Rees, Deputy Prothonotary, “being his bill for a room to keep
the records of the County for vwelve years and a half ac the rate of
£1 1. 0. a vear”, and £2 12. A. for a deal chest wo keep the documents.,
In 1796 the Clerk of the Peace was ordered *to cnguire for a fit and
proper place to ersct & Record Room and that he enter into & negot-
iation for the purchase of such place”, and in the following year it
was laid down that the cost of building such a room should not exceed
El60.  Accordingly the room was butlt within the Shire Hall, and
in 1798 David Rees was paid £7 7. 0. fer “his trouble in removing
the records frem the old record room to the new one™, and £5 towards
“keeping fire in the record room for the preservadon of the County
records”, and “two old presses” in the Shire Hall were allocared for
their reception. Apparently they were not enough and in 1801 the
Clerk received ten guineas to procure new presses “for keeping and
preserving the records of this Court”,

It was decided to build a record room in the shire hall ar Llan-
deile as well, and in 1802 the Quarter Scssions accepred a plan by
the famous archirect, William Jernepan of Swansea, for such a build-
ing at the cost of £1200. Jernegan completed the work in 1804, and
Court ordered the payment of £30 to Thomas Harry, mason, “for
facing the Record Room of the Shire Hall in Llandeilo with fine
stone work™,

In 1836 the Quarter Sessions gave directions “for placing an
Iron Chest in the Shire Hall in Carmarthen to keep the records of
the County”. An entry in the Minute Book, for the Sessions held
on 30 June 1887, read, “The Clerk of the Peace drew the attenton
of the Courr to the dilapidated condition as to binding and otherwise
of the Books containing the Minutes of the Courr from the vear 1748
{the most ancient among the Records of the Court) w 1878, and he
was instructed to obfain an estimate for binding and indexing the
same”., On 20 October following an estimate for the work from
Messrs. Hadden, Best & Co., was submitted to the Justices and
accepted. These volumes, including thar of 1748, are now pre-
served in the County Record Office. It is pleasant to be able to say
that in 1939 a proper Record Office was established with two large
strong rooms for the recepron of documents, and which has been



appointed by the Lord Chancellor as the official repository for statu-
tory and other documents in Carmarthenshire.

County Buildings

The Shire Hall at Carmarthen, and its amenities (or rather, the
lack of them), often exercised the minds of the Justices, and the
Quarter Sessions records contain numerous references to the martter.
In 1808 the Justices ordered that the seats of the Jury Box be raised,
presumably for the benefit of minuee jurors, and at the same time
that “Brass hooks for hanging the Magistrates” Hats on, be procured
and put up”, and that a stove and ventilators be placed in the hall,
Ventilation was still unsatisfactory in 1810, when it was ordered that
the Deputy Prothonotary “do provide a Presbyterian for the Hall
chimney at the Expense of this County”, Lest some Nonconformists
wilt at this order, T must add that a ‘presbyterian’ in this congext
was a kind of iron hood designed to make the chimney ‘draw’.
Problems of accommodarion afflicted our forebears no less than they
do us today. As the business of the Sessions increased. a cry for
more space arose, On one side of the Shire Hall was an inn that
rejoiced in the sinister name of “Devil’s Tavern”, kept by one David
Morris.  In October 1820, the Justices decided to buy the premises
for £570, and to incorporate it with the shire hall, which was done
accordingly, and the Grand Jury room was built on its site, In 1828,
another tavern, ¢alled “The Falcon™ near the Shire Hall was acquired
for similar incorporation. A third tavern, the “Plume of Feathers"
escaped cannibalization and continues to assuage the thirst of burg-
esses.  To pay for these extensions and improvements, the Justices
borrowed £2500 in 1828, and made a contract with David Morgan of
Carmarthen, architect, for carrving out the projected works. Gas
lighting was beginning to come to west Wales, and in 1822 the
Justices ordered that a gas light be placed “in front of the Hall” and
another “at the foot of the steps”. The Shire Hall was completely
rebuilt and enlarged in 1829. Some of the basements, and the
kitchen remained unoccupied for some time, until some enterprising
burgesses “squatted” there, apparently without the knowledge of the
Justices. When they discovered this in March 1838 they ordered
the *“the persons living in the kitchen of the County Hall be immed-
intely sent away™,

The problem of space continued to vex the Justices, and in 1861
they undertook further improvements. Not evervone approved of
this project, and on 4 November 1861, Rees Goring Thomas, J.P.,
gave notice that he would propose at the next Quarter Sessions that
the improvements going on at the Shire Hall be abandoned, and a new
Shire Hall and Judges® Lodgings erected on the Castle Green (ie

-
-
S

just in iron; of the present County Hally, a site which had been
offered by the Earl Cawdor. However, nothing came of this proposal,

The Shire Hall at Llandeilo is of much later date. In Aupgust
IR00 the Court studied plans of premises in that rown which they
proposed to buy for the purpose of “erecting a County Hall and a
market place therein for the use and ar the expense of the County™ ;
but influenced by the incidence of taxes and rares, the Justices decided
not to proceed in the marmer untl "a reduction in the Militia of the
County”™ had taken place. However, in 1802 the Justices approved
of a plan for building a shire hall on & site presented by Lord
Dyncvor, and an adjoining stable presented by Themas Stepney,
esquire. The building was to include provision for keeping the
records; and also for securing prisoners for trial. The hall was
eventually buile, Tn 1848 it was pur to 2 use not foreseen by the
builders, and a minute of the Sessions held on & January of that
vear reads, “Ordered that the use of the Llandilo hall be granted for
the performance of Divine Service therein during the tme the church
at Llandilo is being built™.  Several improvements were made to the
building later in the century. The Justices were enemies to all forms
of waste, as the unconsciously humorous entry in 1858 indicates—they
ordered that “the useless stove” in the Llandeilo hall be removed for
use in rthe county gaol.

Judge’s Lodgings

Mention of Judpe's Lodgings directs our attention to another
aspect of the administrative work of the Cuarter Sessions, for the
County officials were responsible for leoking after visiting Judges of
Assize. All aspects of the comfort of such legal luminaries were
studied.  In 1820 for example David Morgan, carpenter, received £10
for constructing water closers for the judges. In 1829 the Clerk of
the Peace was instructed to agree with Thomas Jones and William
Moss of Carmarthen, for furnished lodgings, for 21 years ar the
allowance of £20 for each Quarter Sessions. But this arrangement
did not last long. Complaints abour such accommeodation are evid-
ently nothing new. In April 1833 the Justices in Quarter Sessions

. considered that the Judge's Lodgings were “Inconveniently small, of

which repeated complaints have been made”, and ordered five magis-
trates, John Jones, John George Philipps, Grismond Philipps, John
Llovd Davies, and Thomas Morris, “to select the most commodious
and best calculated appartments that can be found in Carmarthen for
that purpose™.  In July 1834, as a result of the recommendation, the
Justices agreed to use the house of Richard Spurrell in King Streer
for the Judge, at £40 per annum, and any further sum that the
Government might allow. In 1839 the rent was increased to £50.
and Spurrell’s house remained the Judges Lodgings for many years.

i tatalineh




The Walls of Carmarthen Castle

The walls of the ruined castle of Carmarthen often engaged their
grtention, particularly as they were occasionally considercd a threat
1o life and properey.  There had been some complaints in 1802, and
in the Epiphany Quarter Sessions the Justices ordered Richard Owen,
mason, to survey the castle walls and repair them *at the expense of
this county™. In 1804 an order was made to build “a depot™ in g
tower of the castle. In 1811, the condition of the walls again caused
concern, and two Justices were ordered to jnspect them and to repair
defects. As a result of their report, a committee of Justices was
formed in the following wyear, empowersd to make contracts for
necessary repairs, while the damages “occasioned by the falling of the
said wall" were to be sertled by the committee and compensation
paid by the County Treasurer. Among the sums paid out was £73
1w one George Richards for damage caused to houses by the falling
of the wall.

The Gaol

In 1789, the year the Bastille fell, the rulers of Carmarthenshire
erected their own “Bastille” in the form of a Gaol within the area
of Carmarthen castle, entered through a fine entrance designed by no
less than John MNash. References occur in the Quarter Sessions
records to subsequent repairs and extensions made to it.  The develop-
ment of industry and rapid growth of population, alas, increased the
criminal work of the Courts, and the Geal became 3 “full house™.
In 1867 large extensions were made, and the adjoining pround,
part of the site of the old castle enclosure known as Castle Green,
on which stood a smithy and six cottages, bought from Lord
Cawdor for £1300.

There are numerous references to the administration of the gaol,
extensions, improvements fo the fabric, appointments of officials,
payments, etc. A few examples must suffice to indicate what went
on. In 1795 the County Treasurer was ordered to pay up to £1 10, 0.
to buy necessaries for “old Gwen Owen” and David Evans, rwo
prisoners in the gaol and also to provide oakum “or other proper
article to set the prisoners in the House of Correction to wark™
New hinges and locks, the latter “of best construction”,—for doors
were contimally being bonght. In 1849 the Sessions ordered that
the menu for Class T convicted prisoners should consist of a ping of
gruel for breakfast, a pound of bread for dinner, and a pint of gruel
for supper,

On an old plan of the gaol an area is marked as “Trebanda®,
the meaning of which escapes my comprehension. In 1831 the Clerk

of the Peace contracted with George Howell, mason, for repairing
“the Trebanda® in the county gaol, and keeping it in repair for seven
years, at the cost of £40 5. 0., the work to be “certified workmanlike”
by David Morgan, architect, Less mysterious was the treadmill, and
contracs for the building of such a fabric “with one pair of stones
end two boxes for prisomers” were invited in 1832, Numerous
orders were issued in 1839, namely that boards should be placed in
front of the treadmill to prevent prisoncrs seeing passers-by, bur to
be placed “so as to admur air” i that one or more tin or copper
ventilators be placed ar the sides of the mill ; that convicts were not
1o receive letters or visits from friends during the first six months of
imprisonment except “under peculiar and pressing circumstances” ;
that a dark cell be fimed up for the punishment of “refracrory
prisoners” | and that boards be placed on the puside of windows in
the female debtors: ward “as may prevent them secing males walking
in the yard”., In 1844, £90 was paid for enlarging the treadmill.
More ominous was the work undertaken in 1845 by James Griffiths,
;mirh for “making new oak doors for the gaol, and flagging under rhe
rap”.

Other buildings for which the Quarter Sessions were responsible
were the House of Correction, alongside the gaol, and the lunatc
asylum kept for some time in a building against the inner walls of
the old castle.t New accommodation for these unforfunates was
arranged in due course. In 1839 a committee of magistrates was
formed to discuss with similar committees from Pembrokeshire and
Cardiganshire the possibility of erecting a Lumnatic Asylum for the
three counties, which later was brought to fruition. The building
became too small to accommodare the patients sadsfactorily, and in
April 1876 it was ordered thar £278 17. 0. be granted towards
furnishing the mansion of Jobs Well for the reception of pauper
lunatics. In October 1878 the Sessions ordered that the Committee
in Lunacy be authorised to rent Rhydygors mansion for 3 years at
a rent not exceeding £100 and rates and taxes of which Carmarthen-
shire should pay a due proportion with the other counties, and two
vears later Lord Emlyn gave notice that at the Next Quarter Sessions
he would ask the Court's sanction 1o be given to the Joint Counries
Lunatic Asylum for taking Rhydvgors for 21 years at £100 per annum.

The huilding of lock-ups, especially after the establishment of
the Constabulary, became an additional duty of the Sessions, Of
course: they were in existence before this, for in 1794 we read thar

I. In 1880 it was ordered that the “old mad house" be converted into o
police station.




the burgesses of Llandovery were presented in the Sessions “for not
keeping a public gaol commonly called a Lock up howse for confining,
securing, and keeping in safe custody all offenders and prisoners taken
up in the said borough™. There were numerous lock-up houses in the
county with an official in charge of each. In 1830 one Thomas
William was appointed keeper of the lock-up ai Llangadock, at a
salary of £3 pa.

Militia

Militia matters, recruiting for the armed services, gazetting of
volunteer officers, pavment of allowances to wives of militia-men,
stores, accommedation, etc, also came under the Sessions. In 17953
the Justices ordered the Treasurer to make payments to High Con-
stables of the Hundreds, and the clerk of the Petty Sessions for
“raising men for the service of His Majesty’s Navy”, In January
1799, the Treasurer was ordered to pay £2 8. 0. to the Clerk of the
Peace for inserting in the Gagzerre the appoinments of Lord Cawdor
as Colonel of the Carmarthenshire Militia, Major Williams, and other
officers of the unit. They paid for the conveyance of baggage of
both regular and militia units in the county, and this formed a recurr-
ing item until abour 1875. In 1795, the Justices ordered that 165, 6d.
be paid to a carter for carrying the baggage of a troop of the Somer-
set Fencible Cavalry from Carmarthen to the Breconshire border.
and #s for carrying the baggage of a woop of the 38th Dragoons
from Carmarthen 1o the Pembrokeshire border, and 125 9d for
carrying the baggage of the Carmarthenshire Militia from Carmarthen
to Llanelly. They were responsible for building the barracks, and a
magazine for the storape of punpowder. These were heavy charges
on the county, and finally the Government took over all military
responsibilitics, and on 3 January 1877 the Quarter Sessions trans-
ferred the Carmarthen Barracks and the acre of land on which it
stood, to the Secretary of State of the War Department.

Rates

One of the most important aspects of Quarter Sessions work
was the levying and collecting of rates. The Treasurer advised the
Justices on the total sum required. The Clerk and Treasurer then
drew up a list of the hundreds and parishes, and, based on population,
calculated how much money each parish should contribute, The
actual extraction was carried our by the Overscers of each parish,
who handed the money over to the High Constables of the hundreds,
and they, in turn, handed it to the County Treasurer.

In addition to a general rate, certain areas were ordered to pay a
specific rate as and when necessary. In 1750 the Justices ordered

:

that a rate of 4 pence in the pound be assessed on the inhabitunts of
Llanonn for repaining highways within that parish, In 1794 they
ordered the Clerk of the Peace to issue a warrant to raise a rate of
9 pence in the pound on the inhabitants of Glyn in Llangyndevrn,
towards repairing a road in the hamlet and also o reimburse the
surveyor for purchasing land 1o widen the road, and they nominated
Draniel Jones of Gwndwnbach to be assessor, collector, and treasurer
for the rate.

The general rate contained a good deal of information concern-
ing the rateable value of each parish. For instance in 1822 the Clerk
of the Peace issued his warrant to every chief constable of each
hundred and commote to rajse £600 for a county stock. This sum
was then subdivided down to parish level, according o the order of
the court, by five Justices—John Jones, Lord Dynevor, the Hon.
(George Rice, John Edward Saunders, and Robert Waters—as follows ;
Kidwelly commote (7 parishes), £65 13, 43, ; Tscennen commorte (6
parishes} £39 1. 6. ; Carnawllon commote (4 parishes), £37 5. 6. ;
Cathinog hundred (9 parishes, and part of a parish) £68 18. 9. ; Cayo
hundred (6 parishes and part of 3 parishes) £80 0. 9.); Perfeth
hundred (6 parishes and part of two parishes’ £79 11. 6. ; Elfed
hundred (13 parishes and part of one parish) £82 12, 9; and
Derllys hundred (24 parishes and pare of one parish) £148 15, 104
Although retaining their identity as ecclesiastical parishes, by today,
several of them have been absorbed administradvely into the larger
civil parishes,

Dissenters

The Justices in Quarter Sessions were responsible for licensing
dissenting ministers and alse registering houses wherein Dissenters
could worship. The large number of entries in the second half of the
eighteenth century onwards indicates the growth of Nonconformity
in Carrnarthr:nshire A few must suffice. In 1749 six houses were
registered as “meeting houses for dissenting Protestants”, namely
Argoed in Bettws parish, a house in the village of Llanfmrar}rbryn
Liwynwhilog in Llanelly parish, Cilygell Ganol in Pencarreg, a house
in Laugharne, Bwichgwynt in Ciffig. The Chairman of the Justices
who granted these applications was Griffich Philipps of Cwmgwili,
a landowner well-known for his humane and liberal tendencies.
Maurice Griffith attended the Michaelmas Quarter Sessions in 17350,
when he made his Declaration and subscribed his Assent to the 39
Articles of Religion, except the 34th, 33th, 36th, and part of the 20th,
in order o qualify as a Protestant Dlssenung Tea-:her,, and took the
Oarhz and subscribed the Declaration against Transubstantiation,
This formula was applied in all such cases, In 1752 “the new house




lately built near the Strand” in Laugharne, was registered as a place
of worship for dissenting Proteswants ; in 1797, Tv'r Bont at Llan-
gendeirn was registered | in 1801 a room and stable adjoining, in
Liandovery, was registered in favour of Dissenters of the Baptist
denominarion. The formula was invariably the same in these cases ;
for instance, in 1799 3 meeting house erected on the tenement of
Alitddu in Llandilofawr parish “for preaching the Gospel and admin-
istering the sacramen; by a certain sett of people calling themselves
Protestant Dissenters be registered by the name of Salem Chappel”,
Sometimes the name of the denomination is given, such as, in 1803,
Trefach in the chapelry of Eglwysfair a Churig (Independents), in
1806 Conwyl Elfe; Mecting House {Independents), Cwmsarnddu in
Cilycwm (Baptists), and Llanpumpsant Meeting House (Methodists),
in 1809 Philadciphia in Llangunnor (Presbyterian). Some of these
meeting places were built as chapels, others were held in houses, such
as “a cermain house in the village of Mydrim called the Poorhouse™
registered as “a place [t for relipious worship™ in 1811, Only one
case of rejection has been found., The Session for QOcrober 1801,
records : “Forasmuch as it appears to this Court thar the House
called Bremenda in the parish of Llanarthney is a Farmhouse, it is
therefore ordered that the mortion for registering the same as a place
for Divine Worship, be rejected”. A case where carttle and corn came
before prayers and hymns.

Roads and Bridges

The care and maintenance of roads, bridges, and foorpaths—
extremely important in a rural economy—proved to be one of the
heaviest of the duties of the Justices of the Quarter Sessions. In
addition to receiving reports and presentments, and issuing orders
for repairs, the Justices made contracts and carried out inspections.
They often paid for repairs out of their own pockets, and were
reimbursed by the County Treasurer after the sum had been approved
in Quarter Sessions. In 1749 the Justices ordered thar 14s be paid
to Thomas Lloyd of Wenallt, J.P., eéxpended by him in repairing
Cowin Bridge. Several payments were made in 1794, imfer alia,
£4 6. 0. to Morgan John for “gravelling™ the New Bridge by Llan-
dovery, and £3 5. 0, o Thomas Vaughan for “repairing the battle-
ments” of Pontantwn bridge. Presentments were made against
parishioners or the county for failing to see that bridges and roads
were maintained, and many of them refer to bridges on the bound-
aries with neighbouring counties. At the July Sessions of 1790 a
presentment was made against the inhabitants of the county for
failing to repair the one-half part of the Carmarthenshire side of
Ponteglwysfair bridge over the river Taf which was on the boundary
with Pembrokeshire, but this was discharged in the autumn sessions

of 1794, the repairs having been effected. In 1833 the parishioners
of Egremont were presented for not repairing the road from Maen-
clochog (Pems.) to Narberth, from the road which crosses the river
Cleddef called Feidir Dwr ending at Egremont bridge, being 902
vards long and 10 feer wide. The illogical zig-zag boundary between
the two countes at this spot was productive of much trouble to the
administrators, This topographical luacy still exists. In 1795,
John Thomas, Bridgemaster for the county, submitted an estimate
of £9 15, 6., for repairing Spydders Bridge, and “the long walls from
the bridge to the Ladies Arch” and the magistrates ordered that John
Rees of Cilymaenllwyd, J.P. be requested to employ persons to under-
take the work ; and later in that year the inhabitants of Llandurry
were presented (and acquitted) for not repairing the high-road from
Naniygro on the confines of Llangyndevrn and Pembre to the junction
with the Kidwelly turnpike road “adjacent to the south end of Pont
Rees Spwdwr.  This would seem 1o explain the sirange name “Spudd-
er'’s Bridge—Pont Rees Pwdwr (the bridge of idle Rees). Some
landowners magnanimously gave lands so that bridges could be made
and roads improved ; in 1801, Sir Watkin Lewes gave land so that
a new bridge could be built over the river Cowin on the highroad
from Carmarthen to St Clears,

In 1825 the sum of £12 was given o Thomas Howell of Glas-
pant, [.P. (ancestor of Mr. Harry Howell, J.P.) to be laid out, under
his inspection, for repairs o bridges at Cwmeych, Pontedwst, and
Cwm Morgan. The Justices stood for no nonsense in the matter of
upkeep of reads.  In 1807, when the parishioners of Llanelly neglect-
cd to repair a road 3 miles long and 12 feet broad, from Llandaven
to the river Loughor, they were fined £100, and Charles Nevill,
gentleman, was ordered to see that repairs were properly carried out
Footpaths were as much of a headache to the Justces them as they
are 10 the County Council today, Rights of way were jealously
ouarded. For instance in 1800, Ann Griffith spinster and John David
yveoman, both of Llanddeusant parish, were presented for “stopping up
and placing a cerrain dead hedge' across an ancient common and
public foorway from the market town of Llangadock towards Brecon
and through a close of land called Ca Evan Saer being part of the
renement of Aberllechach in the hamler of Maesffynnon, On this
occasion the Justices were either somnaolent or merciful, for they only
fined them 6d each. The ouicome proved different for the parishion-
ers of Cilyewm and Llanfairarvbryn, guilty of not repairing “a
commen and ancient foor bridge™, over the river Towy near Glan-
rhyd, in 1807. They were fined £60, which sum was to be applied
to the repair of the neglecred bridge. Finger-posts claimed attention
in 1806 when Mr, Thomas Bishop was ordered to procure “Directing
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Posis” to be put up for the new road near Llandovery ford. The
Justices were responsible, too, for the only drawbridge in the county,
near the mouth of the river Loughor, a responsibility they shared
with the GGlamorgan Justices. In 1846 the Carmarthenshire Justices
paid 35 6d a week to one John Jones “for opening and shutting a
Draw Bridee at Loughor™, and scraping and repairing its surface.

Use of Welsh Language

In wiew of what is happening today, it is interesting to note that
Carmarthenshire was a pioneer in bilingualism for official purposes,
and the records provide numerous examples of the implementation of
this policy. In 1796 the Justices ordered that the Revd. Thomas
Price be paid £6 6. 0. for translating Form of Prayers into the Welsh
language for the use of prisoners in the county gaol, and for printing
several dozens of such forms. In August 1804 the Sessions ordered
that 200 copies of the Salmon Fishery Act be printed in Welsh and
English and distributed over the county. In April 1806 they ordered
that regulacions concerning the driving of carriages should be printed
in both languages and posted in public places. In 1822 they ordered
that the fifth clause of the new Turnpike Act be printed in both
languages, and ten years later ordered the County Printer to print
400 copies of “Caution to the drivers of Carts” in Welsh and English.
In 1834 they ordered that 1000 handbills in Welsh and 1000 in
English be prepared by the Clerk; setting forth the material clauses
from the Act of 4 and 5 William IV, cap 49, concerning weights and
measures, to be handed to the Chief Constables of the Hundreds who,
in turn, were to pass them to clergymen and petty constables. In
January 1836 the Justices appointed Samuel Ewans, a Carmarthen
printer, to be “Interpreter of the Court and to be engaged in all
matters unless the parties agree to the contrary”. In 1840, the
Court ordered that Lord Normanby’s letter addressed to the Lord
Licutenant, concerning “Blasphemous Publications™ should be trans-
lated into Welsh, printed as handbills, and circulated by the clerks of
the different Petty Sessions, TIn 1841 the Justices ordered thar 125
be sent to the District Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
to buy Welsh testaments for use in the county gaol, and the following
vear paid 195 4d o provide Welsh and English Common Prayer
Books. In 1866 they ordered copies of an Order in Council to be
printed in both languages,

Of this attitude towards the lanpuage by our former adminis-
trators, the sguires of Carmarthenshire, we may be truly proud.
Perhaps that ebullient pop-singer, Mr. D. Iwan might like to set this
bilingual record to music.

Cultural Attitudes

The Justices were nor indifferent to cultural matters. In July
1867, they resolved “That the promoters of the next Carmarthen
Fisteddfod be suthorised to use the Shirc Hall at Carmarthen for the
purposes of Social Science and meerings”, and in the following
October decreed “That the Shire Hall in Carmarthen be at the
service of the Penny Reading Society, until countermanded, provided
no damage is done thereby to the hall®, There is no indication that
permission was ever withdrawn, In 1875 they authorised the Cam-
brian Archaeological Society to open “a bricked-up doorway in the
old castle at Carmarthen”, and having carried our an examination,
they were to close the doorway up again. The Justices had acquired
several pictures, mainly portraits, to hang in the shire hall, and took
good care of them, so that they have survived to our day in excellent
condidon. In the minutes for 11 October 1829 we read : “That the
Thanks of the County are peculiarly duc to the Reverend Edward
Picton, Clerk, for his very handsome present to the Subscribers to the
Column in Memory of his Brother, the late Sir Thomas Picton, and
particularly to the Lord Lieutenant and Magistracy of the County for
a full length Portrait of that lamented Hero . . . That every care be
adopted to preserve to future Ages this splendid likeness of the form
and features of a Man the Memory of whose heroic deeds will live
for Ewver in the recollection of his grareful Countrymen and whose
praise so Justly merited will always excite the pride and Emulation
of Britons in general and Welshmen in particular”. In 1881 the
Justices accepted the County Surveyor's recommendation that pictures
in the Carmarthen Shire Hall should be cleaned and varnished, and
ordered accordingly.

Other activities, somewhat less cultural, took place in the hall
on occasions.  Dinners were held there, but these were discontinued
by order of the Justices. In 1867 they granted permission to the
Eevd. D. Archard Williams, Archdeacon of Carmarthen, who had
applied to hold a bazaar for three days in the basement of the Shire
Hall, but added that no bazaars should be held there after thart.
The fact that the Archdeacon was a Justice of the Peace himself
may have had some bearing on the success of his application.

Friendly Societies

A large number of these useful organizations sprang up in
Carmarthenshire from 1750 onwards. They were reguired by law
to be registered with the Clerk of the Peace and entered ameng the
records of Quarter Sessions. They were mainly run by men for men,
and did a lot of good, especially in alleviating difficulties when people
were suffering from ill-health. However, Carmarthenshire seems to
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have led the way in “Women's Lib”, as shown by the Quarter
Sessions order of 16 January 1798—"That articles of a Friendly
Society held at the Sign of the Nags Head in the town of Llandovery,
called “The Female Society’, be filed ; and on 9 October 1799 “the
Articles of a Frendly Society held in Llangadock called The Re-
putable Female Society be filed”. Among the men's friendly societ-
ies were “The Gomerian Society” meeting at the Red Lien in Llan-
dybie, “The Llan¢lly Brotherly Society™ meeting at the Barley Mow,
Llanelly, and "The British Faithful and Friendly Society” meeting
at the sign of The Cross Hands ar Llannon—sall of which were in
existence in 1846, There were Ancient Britons, Loval Britons, Roval
Britons, True Britons, Cambrian Union, Cambrian Benefit Sociery,
Llanelly Brotherly Society, Loval and Liberal Society, the United
Brethren, the Welfare Sociery, and manv more.

Constabulary

The administering of the constabulary became an important
aspect of the work of the Sessions.  The first reference to the establish-
ing of a force in Carmarthenshire occurs in a resolution of the Quarter
Sessions held on 10 April 1839, and is worth quoting in full since
it illustrates the atitude of the Justices, landowners 1o a man, to its
controd, It reads as follows : “The Court having taken into consider-
ation a communication from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the
Home Department as to the establishment of an efficient constabulary
force appointed and comtrolled by the Magistrates of cach county,
would afford much better means than now exists to allay every
disturbance that might possibly occur, fue they view with alarm any
intention of vesting in any other body the right of appointing such
force, as taking from them the only effective means of acting as con-
servatars of the Public Peace and imposing upon them and their
Tenantry the costs of maintaining an establishment withour giving
them a woice in its formation™. In the event, the Constabulary, its
recruits, direction, and administration, remained in the hands of the
squires, and, it may be said, a very good job they made of it. On
25 July 1843, the Justices resolved: *“That a Rural Police be appointed
for this county under the Provisions of the Act 2 & 3 Victoria, cap.
93. and thar, subject to the approval of the Secretary of State, to
appoint one Chief Constable, 6 Superintendants, and 50 Constables™,
at the following rates of pay :

Chief Constable—£300 p.a., plus £150 allowance for 2 horses, house
rent, and travelling expenses.

Superintendant—E120 pa., plus £34 for a horse and travelling
EXPLTISES.

Sergeant—E1 2. 0. a week

Constable 1st Class £1 a week, and 2nd Class 185 a week,

The money for the first three months of the Force's existence was
to be raised by a rate of one penny in the £ upon the sum of
£324,100, which was the annual rateable value of the county at that
tme.

On 28 June 1843, Caprain Richard Andrew Scott was appointed
Chief Constable, and on 4 March 1845 Major Kenneth Alexander
de Koven was appointed Deputy Chief Constable.

The administration of the constabulary took up a great deal of
the time of the Sessions, and the new organisation developed into an
cffective force. Iis numbers increased, new lock-ups were built, and
the incidence of crime was kept down. The Chief Constable suffered
a shock in 1850 when his salary was reduced to £2530. After thar
the wages increased, but somewhart tardily. In 1866 the Chief Con-
stable’s salary was increased w £350, in 1873 to £400, On 8 April
1875 Superintendent William Philipps (kinsman of our late Lord
Lieutenant Sir Grismond Philipps) was appointed Chief Constable,
vice B, A. Scott, deceased, and his salarv fixed at £400 inclusive of
travelling expenses.

Chairman of Quarter Sessions

Originally, the Custos Rotulorum (appointed by the Lord Chan-
cellor) was presumed to preside over his fellow justices, although the
law made no provision for @ chairman. It became customary for
the Chairman to be appointed by the Justices from among themselves,
and generally spesking he was no more than the spokesman for the
Bench. But where the Chairman enjoved a great local prestige, and
was particularly active in the discharge of his duties, and possessed a
strong personality, it was possible for him to impose his views on his
fellows. Carmarthenshire was fortunate in the quality of its chairmen,
who regularly arended at Sessions and took a prominent part in
county life. Among these was John Johnes of Dwolan Cothi who
resigned in 1873, having been Chairmian for nearly 20 years. He was
a much loved figure, owner of an extensive estate, Welsh-speaking,
and thoroughly conversant with all aspects of country life. He was
followed by an Anglo-Saxon, Hardinge Stanley Gifford, Q.C, M.P.
for Launceston, an Inner Templer, one of the most distinguished
lawyers the country has produced. He resigned the chairmanship of
the Carmarthenshire Quarter Sessions in 1885 when he was created
Baron Halsbury, and went on to higher appointments—Solicitor
General 1873-80, Lord Chancellor in 1885-92 and 1895-1905, He
became a Privy Councillor, and in 1898 was advanced o the dignity
of an carldom,




Much more could be told of the Quarrer Sessions and {rs work.
How it conducted itself during the Rebecca Riots, how it combated
the great cattle plagues in 1751 and 1865-67, how it opposed the
Government’s plan to impose a toll on lime (much used by Carm-
arthenshire farmers), how it governed prices and wages, and admin-
istered the county generally.

In this essay I have emphasised the administrative aspect because
the Municipal Corporation Act of 1835, the Poor Law Amendment
Act of 1854, and particularly the Local Government Acts of 1885
and 1894 which created County, Parish, and Districe Councils, re-
sulted in the elimination of most of the powers and duties of Quarter
Sessions in the administrative field. Since 1888 their functions
have been almost wholly concerned with the dispensation of justice,
and their judicial powers expanded steadily with the increase of the
number of offences summarily punishable. Accordingly, we are apt
to forget that it was once an all-purpose instrument without which
the country could not have been governed adequately from the reign
of Henry VIIT to that of Queen Victoria. [ am not exaggerating
when I say that the most important single influence on the lives of
the people of Carmarthenshire in post-medieval times was the Justice
of the Peace.



Fingers of Forsaken Stone

The Story of Glanbran
By E. VERNON JONES

F OR more than foriy vears the ruins of Glanbran have caught the
eve of tavellers between Llandovery and Llanwrivd Wells and
doubtless most of the beholders have wondered what story Hes within
the grasp of these fingers of forsaken stone.

The ruins, which lic beside the river Bran on the west side of
the road about three and a half miles from Llandovery, are all that
remain of the handsome eighteenth century residence of the descend-
ants of David Goch Gwyvn. who settled at Glanbrant  In its
long history, the family was always influential and often power-
ful in the north-cast of Carmarthenshire for something like three
centuries. during which time its branches spread fruitfully over the
border until at their zenith the Gwynne estates, which included Glan-
bran, Llanelwedd, Garth and Buckland, cxtended through Breconshire
into Radnorshire. In this domain the ascendancy of the Gwynne
clan was unchallenged.

For one or other of the three counties whose boundaries their
estates overshor the Gwynnes provided a high sheriff with unfailing
regularity, the first for Carmarthenshire being David Goch’s son
Rhydderch, who held the office in 1573, He was followed in 13598 by
his grandson Rowland. who, through his mother, Joan Games of
Aberbran, Breconshire could claim descent from Sir David Gam.

A colourful character in the seventeenth century was Rowland's
grandson, Colonel Howell Gwynne of Glanbran, He raised troops
for King Charles during the Civil Wars and fought ar Edgehill,
where he was wounded in 1642. Charles, o whose cause Howell
had given much money, made him High Sheriff of Breconshire and
Governor of Brecon town and castle.  Not unil all of south Wales,
except Breconshire, had vielded did he submit to Parliament—in
November 16435—proclaiming at last: ‘Heigh God, Heigh Devil,

1. Pedigrees of the Gwynnes of Glanbran are given in W Wales His,
Rec., vol. i, pp T4-5 (reprint from Peniarth MS, No. 156, National
Library of Wales); Gerealogics of the Carmarthenshive  Sherviffs
{James Buckley) vol, i, pp 33, 56, 91, 111 and 120 and vol, i, p 110
Md Wales {ed. W. R. Williams), Talybont, Brecs, 1905-7, vols. il
and iii ; and *‘The Story of the Ancient Churches of Llandovery’
(Gruffvdd Evans), Transaceions of the Hen, Soctery of Cvmmrodarion
19111912, pp 113-116. But these are not always consisteEnt.
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I will be for the strongest side.’ MNevertheless, he seems not to have
committed himself wholly to the new order, for in 1653 infermation
was laid that he held a commission from the late King’s son, Charles
Stuart, making him a colonel and thar he had appointed officers and
enlisted men to serve against Parliament.? On the other hand, his
kinsman, George Gwynne of Llwynhowel,? grandson of Rowland in
the cader line, recognised the stwwonger side when he saw the new
regime established, Cavalier George, who in 1645 had signed the

BLaNpRANs.
WILW OF THE WAHE R

Reproduced from a Sale Catologue of 1879
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Trans, Carms. Ane. Soc,, vol. 1, p 183, and A History of Caverihien-
shire led. Sir John E. Lloyd), Cardifi 1939, vol, ii, p 24.

3. Llwynhowel, home of David Goch's forhears, lies about three miles
south-west of Glanbran and half a mile below Dolavhirion bridge.
George Gwynne's son Rowland, knighted in 1680, was o notable Whig
M.P., praised by Macaulay in his Hivory, but fell our of favour in
Chaeen Anne’s reign and died in poverty about 1725,
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peace proposals made by the Carmarthenshire gentry to the Parlia-
mentary forces, emulated his father, David Gwynne, High Sheriff
of Carmarthenshire in 1632, when early during the Commonwealth
he was appointed to the same office in 1651, George Gwynne twice
became a Commissioner under Cromwell and served as a member of
Parliament in 1654 and 1636, a turn-about which he survived to
serve in the Restoration Parlament also.

Rowland the Outlaw

A less generous fate befell Howell's eldest son, however, for
Rowland Gwynne of Glanbran {d. 1675}, who became High Sheriff
of Carmarthenshire in 1660, was ousted from office on the rewurn of
Charles Stoeart and even outlawed, bur too much should noc be read
into this latter punishment, which at that time could be pronounced
for relatively minor transgressions of the law.®  In his will, Rowland,
a pgraduvate of Oxford, where he had matriculated from Merton
College, referred to his lands in the counties of Carmarthen and
Brecon, and among properties devised by him was the house called
Whitchall in Llandovery, which he lefr to his wife.®

The three sons of outlaw Rowland lefr no issue, the last surviving
being the youngest, Sackville Gwynne (1670-1734%, who received
his first name after a close friend of his father, Sir Sackville Crow,
Bart." This, the first Sackville Gwynne, who became High Sheriff
of Breconshire in 1701, died a bachelor and was buried in the liede
church of Tirabad at Llandulas, which he had rebuilt. By will
he left Glanbran to his kinsman Roderick Gwynne of Garth, Brecon-
shire, and it was this Roderick who built the eigtheenth century
mansion, the ruins of which are all that now remain.  Afrer matric-
ulating from Jesus College, Oxford, Roderick was admited to
Lincoln’s Inn and called o the bar in 1719, He married, in 1743,
Anne Howe, daughter of the first Lord Chedworth by Dorothy, eldest
daughter of Henry Frederick Thynne, ancestor of the Marguis of
Bath, and died in 1777 aged eighty-one.

4. The Dictionary of Welsh Biography, p 332, See also Oid Wales,
vol. i, p 327 .

5. (Md Wales, vol. ifi, p 100

6, T.C.AS5, vol. xxiii, p 53,

EE

Qld Wales, vol. i, p 101, Possibly the first baroner, created by
Charles I, who granted him Laugharne castle. He was H1“:-|.->.-|s.:u11:r of
the Mavy to Charles 1 and died in debt in Fleet Prison before 1671,
See plso T.C.A4.5., vol xxviii. p 82, Another Sir Sackville Crow was
mayor of Cermarthen in 1686,
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The son of this union was the notable Sackville Gwynne who
was born gbour 1751,  Without his facher’s knowledge, he fell in love
with the daughter of a Glanbran tenant and a runaway marriage was
solemnised at Dublin in 1772. A swry is told that he took flight
with a very large sum of money and during the journey lost one of
his monev-bags containing £6,000 withour realising it. The lost bag,
it has been recorded, was found bv a Carmarthenshire farmer, who
is supposed 1o have bought an estate as a result, a story which may
or may not be tue.  Sackville’s bride is sometimes said w be
Catherine, daughter of one Prydderch (or Prytherch?, but according
to the marriage certificare her name was Carherine Thomas.®

The runaway bridegroom mayv not have rued the day, but five
vears later he paid the price of his unsanctioned adventure into mat-
rimony by forfeiting part of his mheritance, for Roderick Gwynne
made a new will by which Sackwville received only Glanbran, the
Buckiand estate (which Roderick had purchased) and other pro-
perty being passed to the vounger brother, Thynne Howe Gwynne.
A guarrel berween the two brothers ensued and never did they speak
to each other afterwards.

Noted Harpist

Sackville Gwynne is remembered as a patron of music, partic-
ularly of the harp, and he himself was reputed to have been one of
the finest exponents of the triple harp in his day, He reccived
many of the best harpists at his home, a patronage which continued
at Glanbran well into the nineteenth century, long after his death.t
John Richards of Llanrwst (1711-1789), a famous harp maker, died
at Glanbran and was buried ar Llanfair-ar-y-bryn.

Harpist Sackville died in 1794 and was succeeded by his son
Sackville Henry Frederick Gwynne (1778-1836). This Sackville
became a licutenant-colonel in the Carmarthenshire Velunteers in
1803 and was thereafter known as Colonel Gwynne1? He was
appointed High Sheriff of Breconshire in the same vear, bur was

2. In Ofd Wales, vol. iii, p 286, she iy referred o as Kirry Glansarn, but
this may be s mistake for Clynsaer, Grufivdd Ewvans, Trass, Henm.
Eoe, Oy, 1911-12, p 116, savs she was Cartherine Thomas of Clyn-
saér; Llwydlo near Glanbran and states that her morriage was célebrated
in a song containing the words ©

Daw drasnen wen 0 Lwydlo
I Glapbran i Hodeus:

9. DOrE, p 333,

10, Ofd Wales, vol, iii, p 290 1.

soon replaced, possibly because he was unable to fullil the oflice
owing to military dutics elsewhere. In 1807 he achicved the dis-
tinction of being made High Sheriff of Carmarthenshire and Brecon-
shire in the same vear, but it must have become evident thar he could
not act in this dual capacity and he was soon succeeded by another
nominee in the counry of Carmarthen.

In 1796 Colonel Gwynne married Mary Anne Smythies of
Colchester ; she died in April 1818, but before that year was out the
Colonel had found himself a new wife, Sarah Antoinette Simes of
Kensington.!!  These were prolific marriages for the Colonsl, who
fathered seventeen children from them, ten being daughters.  Of the
nine daughiers of his first marriage, Emma, the youngest, had a son,
Frederick Harrison, who became peneral manager of the London and
North Western Railway and received a knighthood, The third son
of his second marriage, who was born on the 25th December 1832,
became Major General Nadolig Ximines Gwynne,

Colonel Gwynne was very much a man of his time, when the
tich used their wealth extravagantly to savour every luxury. He
lived in grand style and mainrained an establishment renowned for its
opulence, With his houschold he travelled extensively by private
coach, an expensive exercise which he indulged in regardiess. His
stables were doubtless provided with the best stock, if we can judge
from the storv that he presented a horse 1o George IV, who had
admired it during his return journey from Ireland via Fishguard in
1821, Of such a man it comes as no surprise t learn that in the
vear 1819 the fact thar he was a magistrate did not prevent him from
getting involved in a duel as a result of a quarrel, bur although shots
were exchanged, they do not appear w have been delivered with
malicious intent and presumably honour was satisfied.

The Colonel, whe had been loved for his bonhomie and admired
for his grandeur, died suddenly but not vielently, for he passed away
peacefully at the age of fifty-eight while writing a short letter before
setting our for Llandovery, He was buried in September 1836 at
Llanfair-ar-y-bryn, where there is a tabler w his memory, but more
iromic 15 the reference to him on the base of the monument—known
as the Mail Coach Pillar—heside the Llandoverv-Brecon road near
Pentre-tv-gwyn which was erected in 1841 to commemorate the dis-
aster that befell the Gloucester maileoach in 1835, The inscription
inchides the name of ‘Col. Gwynne of Glanbrian’ (sic) and makes it
known that he rravelled as an outside passenger on the 1ll-fared coach.
For one who had luxuriated so much in his own splendid coaches
there could nor be 2 more inappesite memorial.

11. T.CAS., vol. x, p 48,




Glanbran before the end.

Reckless Extravagance

He was succeeded by his son, ver another Sackville, who was
born on 12th August 1800, Ewven more than his father, this Sack-
ville Frederick Gwynne was a man of his age, a time when the fourth
George was king of the bucks and the rich man’s bingo meant ten
thousand pounds ar the turmn of a card. Young Sackville’s great
pleasure was coaching, a fashionable pastime which he indulged in
with reckless extravagance. The done thing for the rich in those days
was o drive a ream from London to Brighton, where ‘the first gentle-
man in Europe’ held court in his new Pavilion enhanced for him by
John Nash.,  Among the enthusiasts was voung Sackville, fast squand-
ering much of the family formne. When rthere was nothing left, the
man who had been ruined by coaching was reduced 1o the necessity
of earning a livelihood as a cabman in Liverpool, where he died a
very old man in or abour the year 188212

Sackville Frederick Gwynne married, on 10th May 1823, Mary
daughter and heiress of Charles Morgan, then mayor of Carmarthen.
Of this marriage there were two sons, Sackville and Charles, and a

12, D L. Baker-Jones, "The Morris Family of Carmarthenshire’, T.0 A5,
vol. vii, p 21, See also Ofd Wales, vol. ifi, p 300.
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danghter, Magdalen Mary Anne’® There 15 lictle to relate abaout
Sackville, bur of Charles Morgan Smythies Laugharne Gwyane, o
give him his full name, it can be said that he became a licutenant-
colonel, albeir by purchase, in the 62nd Regiment of Foot, served in
the Crimean War and fought in the trenches before Sebastapol. He
died in 1871, at the age of forty-one, after being thrown in a horse-
race at Tenby. The brothers lived in Quay Street, Carmarthen,
where Sackville died 5 few years later, unmarried like his younger
brother. In 1847 the sister, Magdalen Mary Anne, had married
Willilam Morris, a scion of the Carmarthen family of bankers, who
was to inherit half of the grear wealth left by his cousin Dawid
Morris, M.P. A descendant of this marriage is the Hon, Mrs. N D.
Fish=r-Hoch, a2 Deputy Licutenant and former High Sherift of
Carmarthenshire.

By the 18305 the Gwynnes were in straitened circumstances and
from this time their association with Glanbran became mereasingly
tenuous,  Colonel Gwynne's high living, the expense of maintaining
Glanbran as a scat of splendour, the need for making suitable pro-
vision for a large family and his generous response to private and
public appeals made heavy if not fatal demands upon the resources
of his estate. Fven so, these financial difficulties might have been
overcome had it not been for the conunued extravagance of yvoung
Sackwville, whose excesses ensured not only his own ultimare downfall
but the evenmal severance of the Gwynnes from their ancestral home.
Although father and son had already joined in breaking the entail
in a desperate but unsuccessful effort to surmount the pressure of
pecuniary circumstances, it nevertheless became necessary o sell the
estate and sometime bhefore December 1833 Colonel Gwynne arranged
a contract with Lewizs Loyd (1767-1858), a man of humble origin
who had been bom ar Cwm-v-to in the parish of Llanwrda, 14

Loyd, having abandoned the ministry, had entered a Manchester
banking business in parmership with his brothers-in-law and died
a millionaire. His son, Samuel Jones Lovd (1796-1883), created
Baron Owerstone in 1850, became one of the richest men in England,
who through his financial expertise exerted great influence behind
the political scenes.t® It seems that the elder Loyd contemplated
purchase of Glanbran as a residence for his son, but when young Loyd

13. D, L. Baker-Jones, loc. cit awnd (s Wales, loc, cit.  According 1o
James Buckley, Genealogies of the Sheriffs of Cormarthenshive, vol, ii,
p 11{, she was the daughter of Col Sackville Gwynne, which would
make her aunt o Sackville and Charles Gwynne.

14 D WRA.

15, Dictionary of Natfome! Hiography,
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went to view the property it is said that he was so besieged by people
claiming relatonship that he fed in overwhelming apprehension and
perseaded his father to forfeir a large sum of moneyv to call the deal
off.

Following this failure w effect a sale and thus redeem the
mortgage to which the estate was subject, Colonel Gwynne suffered
vet another indignity when the mortgage was bought withour his
knowledge by David Jones, Lloyd & Co., the Llandovery bankers,
This greatly infuriaced the Colonel, but he remained at Glanbran
untl his death, though his widow and her family did not continue
to live there. Ewven so, Glanbran remained in the nominal owner-
ship of spendthrift Sackwille, but at last a receiver was appointed by
the Court of Chancery, and afterwards David Jones of Paniglas, a
member of the Llandovery banking firm and a later M.P. for the
County, moved into the mansion, where he lived for some vears.

Abour the year 1846 Sackville was finally relieved of Glanbran,
which passed into the ownership of his half-brather Frederick Gwynne,
a son of Colonel Gwynne’s second marriage, who paid off the mort-
gage on his redrement from military service in India.  Frederick in
wrn moertgaged the estate o Crawshay Bailey of Llanfoist, Aber-
gavenny, member of Parliament and a leading ironmaster, whose
daughter had married one of the Gwynnes of Monachty in Cardigan-
shire, Crawshay Bailey remained mortgagee in possession for nearly
twenty vears until IB66, when Glanbran was bought for about
£50,000 by a proup of people which included one Jones of Wor-
cester, who resided in the house for a few years.  Llandovery
property belonging to the estate was sold separarelv for about £16,000.

By 1872 Glanbran had already bezun 1o deteriorate, however,
for Thomas Nicholas in his Aunals of the Counties and Cownty
Fumilies of Wales, published in the same vear, was moved to larnent :
‘Having of late repeatedly changed hands, this mansion has fallen
into partial decav ; the fine trees of its extensive park have been cut
down, and an aspect of desolation is presented where for 300 vears
luxuriance and plenty prevailed.” About 1873, possibly earlier, what
remained of the Glanbran estate was broken up and sold in los,
Col. Frederick Gwynne duly conveved to the new owners and the
family’s last link with the property was broken.1d

16. CMd Wales, vol. i, p 303,

MNew Splendour

Now Glanbran welcomed 2 newcomer who was to give it rencwed
splendour.  His name was Robert Jones, a man of humble origin and
unknown lineage who had accemulated weahth through his own
exertions and augmented it by a series of fortunate marriages. A
story survives that he had once been a huckster selling tea abour the
countryside before sctuing up shop in Merthyr Tydfil and finally
establishing himself in London, where he continued 1o prosper in
husiness. His wife Emma, the thicd Mrs. Jones, began as a maid,
it is sald, bur married the master and inherited his possessions. It
scems that she, too, was thrice married, and each time, like her
husband, for the berter.  Alas, her life ar Glanbran as the wife of a
country gentleman was a short one, for she died in 1876 at the age
of sixtv-two and was buried at Llandingar Church, Llandovery on
6th April of that year1? Her will, proved in May 1876, revealed
effects approaching £30,000.18

Robert Jones did not long survive her ; he died on the 18th
November 1877 ar the age of fifty-nine, and was buried with his
wife.1!  He left personal estate under £18,000, besides a son, the Rev.
Henry David Jones of Bournemouth.2® It is said that he lost much
of his fortune through investment in Turkish bonds and thar chis
disaster hastened his death. There could be truth in this, for about
this time Turkev, constantly in a stare of war with her neighbours,
reached a position of near-bankruprey and defaulted in the repayment
of foreign loans. The sudden end to the short reign of the Joneses
was 2 severs blow to those who depended on the prosperity of
Glanbran for their livelihood. The place had been furbished and
stocked anew and master and men worked harmoniously towards a
murual benefit that seemed set to last for a long dme.  Litde wender,
therefore, 1that the death of this industrious and much loved couple
in so shorr & time plunged the work-people of Glanbran into genuine
gricf over the loss of a benevolent master and mistress.

Following the death of Robert Jones, Glanbran, now thoroughly
renovated and improved, was put up for aucrion at the King's Head
Hotel, Liandovery in June 187921 and in the following year a York-

17, Liandingst Church Register of Burials.

18, A record in the Probate Registry, Carmarthen shows that her will was
proved at the Principal Registry in London on 15th May IX76,

12,  Llandingat Church Register of Burials

20, Probate Registry Records at Carmarthen show thue his will was proved
at the Principal Registry on 11th Janvary 187F,

21. This according to the sale brochure, but in C¥d Wales, vol, iii, p 304
it ig stated that Haley purchased on 4th May 1880 for £16,000 tw
£20.000,




shire businessman took up residence.  Joseph Haley, the new owner,
encouraged farming and stock-raising on a large scale, bur he had
already passed his prime and died afrer a few vears, o be succeeded
by his son Isaac. This second Ialey lived ar Glanbran for nearly
fifty vears and was the last 1o occupy the mansion. He seems not o
have been anracted by the field sporys and extravagant social life
aspired to by the gentry and pursued less likely hobbies such as
book-binding, printing and photography.22 He died a bachelor on
2nd February 1929 a few weeks before his eighry-sixth birthday and
left a formune of nearly £100,000 as well as a nomber of nephews
and nicces, of whom a nephew and two nieces by the name of White-
head lived at Glanbran, Isaac Haley was buried at Bramley, near
Leeds, wherefrom the family had come almest half a century before.
Soon Glanbran passed by purchase to Mr, Bhys Gibbins of Llan-
wrtyd Wells, but the house had already deteriorated and as no further
use could be found for it the building was demolished in 1930 save
for the forlorn stacks of stone thar stll stand.

The house acquired by Robert Jones was raised by Roderick
Gwynne shortly before his death, lapidary evidence of which fact still
survives, though incompletely, in the rear wall On a stone ser in
a fragment of masonry the following testmony is inscribed :

THIS PILE OF
BUILDING WAS
ERECTED BY
RODERICK GWYNNE
OF GLANBRAN ES[Q]
[IN] 17[7*]2

It is believed that Roderick admired Taliaris Park, the sear of his
kinsman, and decided that his new home should rival it.  Bath stone
was hauled from Somerset for the facing work, bur it seems to have
been of inferior quality and had alreadv started to crumble by the
tume Glanbran was demalished.

22, Who's Who i Wales, Cardif 1921,

23, A number of printed sources say that Roderick Gwynne died on 2%th
July, 1774, bur the memorisl in Tirabad Church, examined on 2nd
Movember, 1972, states that be died on 29th June, 1777. A local
man with no knowledge of this gives an sssurance thar the date on
the commemorative stone ar Glanbran was 1777, As the stone may
have been erected during the earlier stages of construction, it is possihle
that the house was not completed untl after Roderick's death.

Richly Decorated

For a few years before Robert Jones boughe it, Glanbran had
been vacant and neglected, and but for his arrival ic might well bave
fallen inte total decay,  Blessad with ample resources, the new
master ordered restoration work o be undermaken withour stinn,
Parts of the building were remodelled and artist co-operated with
architect o embelish the recapiured glory, And when all was finished
the house was richly furnished.

A description of the house as Fobert Jones lefr it is preserved
in the sale brochure, copics of which are soll extant.  The approach
was sald to be along a carriage drive through a finely tmbered park,
the house commanding beauriful views over a lovely valley flanked
by hanging woods, with mountain landscape in the distance, Lawns
and pleasure grounds around the house were shaded by plantartions,
bur there is no mention of peacocks and fallow deer thar were said
to have graced the grounds and ranged the park in the time of the
later Gwynnes. The outer porch of the mansion communicated with
an impressive entrance hall and vestibule, described by the brochure
as noble. The hall, measuring 28ft. by 19ft. Gins., had panelled
walls twelve or thirteen feer high, was paved with marble, and pro-
vided with a large stove, The panels of the ceiling were painted
with representations of mythelogical subjects and the whole was
enriched with a gilt cornice, The principal staircase, made of Span-
ish chestnut, was the product of excellent craftsmanship.

The drawing room, 31ft. 6ins. by 19ft. 6ins., was a handsome
apartment, possessing a fine old marble mantel with a polished sreel
stove mounted on ormolu.  Leading from this was the dining room,
abour 22fr. hy 19fr, 6ins. provided with a sideboard recess and
fitted with a ‘choice old sculprured marble mantel’. The morning
room, measuring about 19ft. by 18ft., also had a marble mantel, In
addition there was a library or gun room. The reception rooms had
panelled walls and ceilings, the walls being decorated with elaborate
gilt enrichments, and the mahogany doors augmented with extra
baize-covered doors to the drawing and morning rooms.

On the first floor, the three principal bed chambers measored
respectively aboutr 19ft, by 18fr, 21ft, by L%ft. 6ins, and 22ft. 3ins
by 19ft. fins., there being also a dressing room and bathroom with
mahogany fitted lavatory and bath, both with hot and cold water
supplies, An elegant boudoir. about 28fr, by 19ft, was decorated
with panelled walls and firted with a statvary marble mantel and
polished sweel stove,




There were another five lofty and spacious bedrooms on the
second floor, plus a dressing room. On this floor there was also 2
library about 28ft, fins, by 20fr. The accommodation on the top
floor mmcluded two large atics and there was & way out to the roof,
where it appedrs there was 4 roof-garden ar one time. The servants’
bedrooms were off the secondary staircase on the first floor. In the
basement there was a large kitchen, scullery with hot and cold water
laid on, larder, servants’ hall, a large storercom, extensive dry
cellarage, coalhouse, dairy and other domestic offices, Stoves and
mantelz norwithstanding, the house was heated by a hor air apparatus,

The spacions outbuildings, stone and slated, comprised a laundry
and wash-house with two large coppers and a pump. Included in
the stable block were four-stall and owo-stall units, two loose boxes,
a saddle room, lofts and granary over. The enclosed farmyard was
surrounded by stables, cowsheds, piggeries, waggon sheds and a
double barn, and there was also a large dovecote. A sawing shed
was provided with an overshot water-wheel. In addition to the
walled kitchen garden there was a large vinery, as well as an orchard,
complete with twolhouse.

The estate put up for sale after Robert Jones's dav amounted
tor about 2,675 acres and included several farms, besides many cotrages
and homesteads ; there was also the Glanbran corn mill served by
an overshot water-wheel driving two pairs of stones.  Yer this was
bur a small part of the extensive lands between Rhandirmwym and
Gwynfe which formed the Glanbran estate in the hevday of the
Gwynnes, when the litde town of Llandovery was the capital of
their sphere of influence and its chief offices were filled by Glanbran
neminees,

It is persistently rumoured thar the glory of Glanbran was
consumed at last by fire—early in the present century, according to
some—but people of long personal and family association with the
neighbourhood are unaware of such a2 calamity and know only that
the house survived intact until after the death of Isaac Haley in 1929.
One of the show-picces, & handsome gilt bed supposed o have heen
Marie Antoinette”s and a survival from the time of Robert Jones, was
still there up to the time of Haley's death. When the house was
dismantled in 1930 the principal staircase was removed, cut in two
and the parts re-installed, one at Cwm Irfon Lodge, Llanwrtyd Wells
and the other at Clynsaer abour two and a half miles north-east of
Glanbran.
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[I wish to thank Mr, D, 5. Davies, Delfan and Mr. J. 5. Davies,
Glanbran, Cynghordy for sight of manuscript notes and other material,
which, in particular, led me to the story of Robert and Emma Jones,
1 also wish to thank Mr. Guy V. Lloyd. J.P; D.L., Cynghordy Hall
and Mrs, L. E. Blandy, Dolaubran, Cynghordy for their assistance
generally and the Rev, Canon Cyril Thomas, M.A., Llandovery for
helping to authenticate Robert and Emma Jones. For helpful
adwvice I am indebted o Major Francis Jones, C.V.0., Wales Herald
of Arms.]




The Carmarthen Eisteddiod of 1867

Ly D, L. BAKER-JONES, M., 1.P.

THE Nartional Eisteddfod of Wales was held at Carmarthen
during the first week of Sepember 18671 A contemporary, describ-
ed it as a ‘grand meeting of bards, literati and others intercsted in
the prosperity of Wales and in its material and intellectoal im-
provement’. The week's activities included cercmonial processions,
competitions, concerts, exhibidons and public lectures. The genoy
of the county played a prominent réle and cheir presidential addresses
covered & wide variety of social and political problems. Among the
patrons and speakers were—David Pugh, Esq. {(M.P, for Carmarthen),
Judge John Johnes of Dolau Cothi (Chairman of the Carmarthenshire
Quarter Sessions), H. Lavallin Puxley, Esq. (a former High Sheriff
of the County) and the Rev. John Griffiths {Vicar of Neath)., In
spite of the genecrally festive atmosphere there was sharp division
berween Cynddelw and Caledfryn concerning the award of the chair
for the ‘awdl’ and John Ceiriog Hughes was selected as & referee
who later awarded the prize to the Rev. Richard Parry (Gwalchmai).

The principal figure in the evening concerts was Brinley Richards
who had engaged many professional singers from the London stage.
In fact this was strongly objected to in some quarters as ‘too much
prominence was given to foreign productions to the exclusion of the
efforts of the Cambrian muse’. There was some display of fecling
on account of this, yer the crowds conducted chemselves with reason-
able decorum, and as one reporter summed up the situation—if a
large miscellaneous assembly met in an English own the probability
is that half of the multitude would engage in dog fighting, rat killing,
duck in the hole, or some other dehumanising sperts and the result
would be a considerable addition to the business of the police court’.
Others were concerned not so much with the merits of individual
competitors, as with the discomforts of the pavilion, the rickety state
of its roof and the appallingly wet weather.

The Eisteddfod had been eagerly looked forward to for a year
and heralded as a ‘most auspicious occasion in the annals of the
town’, One observer conmasted the modern arrangements for the
assembly to meet under a pavilion with the open air gatherings of
the past. The ancient Gorsedd deserved praise, too, bur there had

1. The Cambria Daily Leader, the Carmarthen Chronicle, the Coarmartfen
Fournal, the Cermarihen Weekly Reporrer, The Times and The
Welshanan.
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been a marked change from the time when—'wild looking men attired
in night gowns met together to play harps and recite poetry not
understood by one half of the persons who heard it’.  Another said
there was danger that the Eisteddfod, and the Gossedd especially,
would eclipse itself in its own grandeur. Seme bards were attacked
because they used the Fisteddfod to air views which had nothing tw
do with Welsh music, literature or culture. Controversy arose about
the place of the Welsh language in the proceedings. The Carmarthen
Yournal believed that Carmarthen deserved credic for introducing
‘what was much reguired—an English element—into the meetings,
to an extent far greater than has ever been amempted’. There had
already been enmity between the Welsh and English press.  Accord-
ing to the latter ‘some wished to keep their institution exclusive and
manifest such contempt for the assistance of those they wished o
propitate . . . . In times such as the present, it is very clear that
anything like narrow-mindedness amongst a people as a body should
be discouraged’. Notwithstanding the duty of every Welshman o
support his native language and lterature, it had to be remembered
‘that we are serving one government, and that we love, honour and
obey the Queen, foster peace and goodwill berween England and
Wales and in short love our neighbours as ourselves’,

Ag we shall see later the lectures and discourses of the Social
Science Departinent, were an important feature of the Eisteddfod,
and were even compared by some to the meetings of the Britsh
Association.  Other attractions were exhibitions in the fields of Ani-
iquities, MNatural History, Art and Industry,

The guiding light in the organisation of the Eisteddfod was the
Bev, Latmer Jones, Vicar of St Peter’s, Carmarthen, 1863-78. As
president of the commiittee he had ensured the success of the Eistedd-
fod, it was claimed, in spite of a vociferous group, who being anti-
English, had their own ideas abour organising a ‘national’ Eisteddfed,
In this he had been ‘ably’ assisted by two active secretaries, Mr.
Edward Joseph and Mr. Roose Jones,

In the account that follows the Eisteddfod is recalled dav by
day according to the programme of events arranged for the occasion.

HF # &

MONDAY EVENING — GRAND CONVERSAZIONE

The first important event during the week was the Grand
Conversazione, held ar the Town Hall atr 7.00 pm. on Monday
evening. The room had been elaborately decorated with flowers and
plants from the gardens and conservatories of Golden Grove, Dynevor
Castle, Edwinsford and other countey mansions, Indeed, because of
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the fragrance of the flowers and the perfume of the ladies, ‘it was
difficult to breathe and excursions to the refreshment room were
very frequent’. There was an impressive gathering of county gentry
and principal figures in Welsh literary and musical circles. The
enteriainment was provided by the milita band as well as by the
many ‘vocal performances of several ladies and gentlemen’, The
Misses Roberts and their brother Dr, Roberts sang 2 trie, and the
latter obliged the audience with two encores—'Good night my Love’
and “The Death of Nelson’. Herr Hauptmann? was the guest artist
iving many solos on the violin, while the local choir was conducted
by Mr. D. Francis.

At about 8.00 pm. the literary proceedings started with a
presidential speech by the Rev. Latmer Jones, He described the
Fisteddfod ar Carmarthen as a place “whence radiate in all directions,
beautiful rays of literature, science and art, and whence goes forth
beautiful kinds of music and of song, which find an echo in every
home and in every heart’, The Eisteddfod was a Welsh insitution,
the true outgrowth of the Celtic mind, but the important guestion
was whether it was to be kept up for pernicious or for useful pur-
poses, and was its policy going to be ‘exclusiveness or generous amity
and goodwill’? There was a danger of lack of sympathy from out-
side because of narrow nationalism within. He went on to say of the
Eisteddfod ; ‘It is the channel for the fiow of the Celtic genius—it
illustrates national life bur does not desire a separate national language,
a separate nationality nor a separate and distincr existence’, The
president continued unwisely in this wvein, and had quoted from
Martthew Arnold to the effect thar Wales could learn much from
Celtic and other contiguous nations. During these remarks there
were moisy interruptions in spite of the noble sentiments about Welsh
people—‘their love of beauty, charm and spirituality’.  After praising
the bravery of Welshmen and the valour of their soldiers, the speaker
pleaded for more education in natural history, because hitherto, there
had been pross neglect in teaching schoolboys the names of birds,
plants, flowers and grasses. Lastly, the Eisteddfod could do much
for the commercial and industrial problems of Wales,

Two other speakers followed. Mr. Saler,® F.R.G.S., described
the pleasures of natural history and the delightful study of butterflies
and moths. Concerning social progress, he stressed that the time had
come for —'the lower classes to acquire the intellectual hobbies and

2. Moritz Hauptmann 1792-1868 ; b, Leipzig, pupil of Spobr; cantor
at Thomas: Schule Leipzig: teacher of Joachim ; composer end
viclinist.

31, John William Salter 1320-186%, FR.G.5., geologist and writer on
ngtural history.

pamadl

interests of the upper classes’. There followed a lecturctie by Mr.
Bartlett, manager of the Zoological Gardens, London, on the subjec
of snakes and serpents and the procesdings ended at 11.00 p.m.

This was the first of many such meetings. Hitherto insuflicient
attention has been given to these gatherings ar the Eisteddfod, and to
the sumulus they gave in moulding public opinion on vial social
and political matters, They provided & forum w air views on
friendly societies, life assurance, building societies, emigration, lah-
ourers’ cottages, the extension of day schooling, mining and the
minera] wealth of Wales, the depopulation of the countryside and the
influx of workers from the countryside to the towns.

The problem of improved wages and working conditions emerged,
so that people could enjoyv the ‘necessaries of life' more and more ;
thereby, as one speaker said, the taste of the ‘masses could be refined,
extended and elevated and their morals guarded and strengthened’.

TUESDAY

Before the competitive meetings in the Pavilion commenced, the
Social Science Depariment met under the presidency of Hugh Owen.*
This branch of the Eisteddfod was a recent innovation, only since the
Aberdare Eisteddfod in 1861. It had become a regular feawure at
Swansea 1863, Llandudno 1864, Aberystwyth 1865 and Chester 1866,
These meetings, the speaker said, had been useful for airing important
aspects of Welsh affairs and for giving new and uniried speskers
their first public opportunity. One notable example quoted was that
of the yvoung Anglesey schoolmaster who had read a paper on
philology.  Present at the time was the Rev. Chancellor James
Williams,® who induced the speaker to proceed to Oxford as a
student of Jesus College. Hugh Owen was referring o Sir John
Rhys.

But the longest and most controversial paper read that morning
was given by the Rev. Henry Solby, London, on “Working Men's
Social Clubs in Wales". He argued that properly organised clubs
could wean men from the grog-shop to clubs selling tea or coffee
and allowing a five-shilling bonus for every pound saved. Solby
pleaded for more ‘remperate habis® among the working classes so

4. Sir Hugh Orwen 1804-1881 ; educntionist ; pioneer of university
educetion, especially the foundation of U.CW.. Abervstwyth 1872 :
prominent Eisteddfodwr and leading member of Hon. Sac. of Cymm-
rodorion.

5. Rev. James Willinms 1790-1872 ; Fellow, Jesus College, Oxford 1813-
22 ; chuncellor of Bangor Cathedral ; interested in agriculture and the
Eisteddflod ; prepared the wav for (Sir) John Rhys, then a School-
master in Anglesey, to go to Owxford.




that their wives and children could be saved from poverty and misery.
The paper was so well received that Mr, Samuel, Llandeilo, wanted
it rranslated into ‘popular Welsh'.

Preparations for Tuesday’s events had been severely marred by
a stormm of thunder and lighming during the small hours of the
morning, so that paper decorations and garlands were completely
ruined. Later on the storm abated and the procession, led by the
milida band, moved towards the Pavilion. Some two thousand
people assembled behind The Three Compasses Inn in Lammas
Street, many bearing the flags and banners of Odd Fellows and
Ivorites.  Many ‘respectable’ men wore their military insignia,
while the Corporation and committee displayed leeks. Mr. Dawies,
the Keeper of the Shire Hall, was attired in a black coar wrimmed
with scarler and a hat with a gold band. He carried the Corporation’s
sword which (according to an observer) was as grand as the Lord
Chancellor’s. The procession was martialled as follows |
Police ;
Artillery Band ;
Mayor in robes (Edward Bowen Jones. Esq.), and Recorder
(J- Johnes, Esq.) 3
The ex-Mayors in robes ;
The Councillors ;
The Rev. John Griffiths, Neath ; The Rev. Latimer Jones ;
H. Lavallin Puxley, Esg. of Llether Lluesty ; Archdeacon
Williams ;
The Eisteddfod Committee ;
The Inhabitants of Carmarthen ;
Oddfellows and Ivorites,

Among slogans displayed on shops and commercial establish-
ments were : “One and All”®, “Commerce and Philanthropy make
all the world akin”, while above The Ivy Bush were these mottos—
“Home of the Bards, Old Ivy Bush", “Happiness” and “Welcome to
Strangers”. There was an air of jollification with the bells of 51
Peter’s pealing incessantly, and at the Gorsedd gathering Ieuan
Morgannwg guoted Welsh proverbs and slogans. He concluded the
ceremony by reciting the englyn :

Gorsedd, nac urdd, na gwersi—ni wna fyth

Ddyn fardd o voni ;

O anian rhaid e eni

A1 ddawn ynddo wn llawn felly.

Then the competitions followed in the Pavilion,—a siructure
builr by Mr. John Lewis, Timber Merchant, for £700. Gas lighting
had been installed by Messts, Lewis and Rogers and the decorations
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were in the charge of Mr. Llewelyn, Cabinet Maker, There were
many ‘fancy adornments’—festoons of Aowers and evergreens, painted
escurcheons of Welsh roval and princely wibes, and mottos such as !

*Oes v Byd i'r laith Gymrasg’

‘Duw gadwo'r Frenhines'

*Tra mér tra Brython'

‘God bless the Prince of Wales’

‘Cas gwr na charo'r wiad a'l mago’.
Over the platform were the arms of gentry and nobility—Prince
Lucien Bonaparte ; Le. Cal. Pryse, M.P., Lord Licutenant of Cardi-
ganshire ; Sir Thomas Lloyd, Bart. of Bronwydd ; John Johnes, Esq.,
of Dolau Cothi ; George Hasper Morgan, Esgq., of London ; Rev.
John Giriffiths, Neath ; John Willlams, Esg., Chairman of Anglesey
Quarter Sessions ; William Buolkeley Hughes, Bsg,, M.P.

In his presidential address David Pugh® spoke of the worthy
interest of his avdience in intellectual pursuits and puncruated his
oration with many grand phrases in Latin. He praised the ‘Britons’
for their intelligence and said he would like ro see first-class schools
in Wales, equal to those in Scotland and Ireland. Like other speakers
at this eisteddfod, he urged ‘fusion rather than isolation’ in marers
of industry, lanpuage and culture. There were benefits from the
juxraposition of agricultural Carmarthenshire with industrial Glam-
organ, and similarly Welsh twade could not thrive except by co-
operation with England. There was loud cheering when he con-
cluded with :

“OFf genius emulous to spar on high

With noble souls in noble arts 1o vie ;

On worthy toils o see suns set and rise,

The strife is glorious and the waorld the prize”,

Three bards composed englynion to the President and Llew Llwyfo?
sang with grear gusto *Cambria’s Holiday’. The crowd was extremely
disappointed when the compere, Mr, D. Sevs Lewis (Mynydd
Islwyn’y, prevented an encore from Llew in order that the proceedings
should not be prolonged. This was the beginning of much bitter
wrangling concerning Llew Llwvlo'r stage appearances,

6. David Pugh, Manorafon, Llandeilo ;: educated st Rugby and Balliol
College, Oxford ; JP. and DL., M.P. for Co, of Carmarthen 1837-
1868 ; called to the bar at the Inner Temple ; H.5. Carmarthenshire
1874

7. Lewis William Lewis (Llew Llwyfo) 1831-1901 ; b, Llawen [lwyio,
Anglesey ; poet, novelist, musician, and journalist ; won chair eight
times at the National Bisteddfod ; prolific writer and one of the most
remarkable Welshmen of the nineteenth century.
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During the afternoon Mr, Owen Jones of the Briush School,
Treherbert, won the prize for an essay on ‘“The Flemings’ and was
wvested by the Rev, John Grifiths®  Ceiriog won the poem on
The Coracle and was invested by Miss Jones of Pantglas. G.
Osborne Morgan,® the London barrister, considered the Rev. D,
Grifliths, Dinorwig as the winner for the essay on “The Best Defence
of the Welsh against English eritics’. In the music section fourteen
vear old Miss Moulding of Swansca had shown remarkable promise
as a pianist, playing “La Mia Lentzia', Others gave guite com-
petent renderings of such pieces as “The Ash Grove' (varié) and
airs from ‘Der Freischutz’, Mr. Brinley Richards recommended
short pieces in future and an exciting competidon ended with the
Mayor investing the winner, The only choir competing in the part
song was the Merthvr Choristers. They were praised for prompt-
itude and boldness in being in their places ar the right tme, while
Mynydd Islwyn had some sharp remarks for late compentors.

During an mrerlude Mr. Brinley Richards explained that he was
making his last professional appearance at the “Grand National
Eisteddfod™ by playing some of Mendelssohn’s ‘Lieder on Vorte’,
Mr, Llewellyn Williams1? was the only competitor on the triple harp
and Pencerdd Gwalial! described his playing as a alented perform-
ance but bemoaned the lack of interect in Wales in its national
instrument.

Competitions were miuxed with several speeches and the Rew.
J. B. Morgan {Lleurwg)}®2 in a panegyric on the Eisteddfod showed
how it fostered reading and love of knowledge, fanned the flame of
parriotism and supported the movement towards a Welsh university.
He hoped for a new Ifor Hael to appear as patron of Wales's
naronal culrure. Tt was so rich and wvaried in spite of limited

8. Rev. John Griffiths 1820-97, cleric and educationist ; b, Porc-y-
Meuadd, Aberaeron, Cards.  Eisteddfodwr and enthusziastic supporter of
the university colleges at Aberystwyth and Cardiff. With Sir Hugh
Owen and others, compaigned for the reform of the National Eisteddfod.

2. G, Osborne Morgan 1826-97, politician and reformer ; held office in
Gladstone's ministry ; created o baroner in 1892,

10, Llewellyn Williams 1322-72, Pencerdd y De; gained reputc as a
harpist ; son of Zephanish Williams, the Chartist transported o
Tasmania,

11. John Thomas 1826-1913, Pencerdd Gwalia; proficient harpist ;
FRAM ; toured many European countries; harpist 1o Queen
WVictoria 1871 ; composer and editor of musgic.

12, John Rhys Morgan, 1822-1%0, L]:u.rw;i; Baptist minister, lacturer,
poet and Hrterstsur ; b Maes-y-felin, Lisvone, Cardifl ; eisteddfod
edjudicator and Libersl campaigner,

lertitory
Os hechan ydwyt Gymru wiw,
Os cyfyng vw dy le
Cyd gasglwvd ar dv lannerch bér
Bob ceinder is y ne’
Ein rhandir yo eangach fu
Ond digon dy amrywiaeth di.
Several more laudatory stanzas followed ending on a challenging
note *
Tra twynno sercn yo ¥ nen
¥n wwch, uwwch, uwch—aed Cymru wen.

Another speaker during the afternoon was the Rev, John
Griffiths, Neath., His concern was the neglect of Welsh speaking
congregations by the Church. He spoke with gratitude of the labours
of Dissenters but wished they would show more love towards the
ancient church of Dewi Sant. There were too many social distinet-
ions within the church itsef. There should be free and unapprop-
riated pews in churches, no class distinction berween its n:u:n:lbe:rs,
and greater understanding between English and Welsh speaking con-
gregations.  As a result of these remarks the Rev. John Griffiths
was the target for some barbed comments from The Times.

The day’s proceedings had been very harmonious until the band
competiton, in which the Aberamman band was awarded the prize.
But the leader of the Carmarthen Milita Band angrily questioned
the decision from the floor of the Pavilion. Feeling was running
high and it was left to the wholehearted voice of the audience tw
decide in favour of Aberamman. The leader of the Carmarthen
band then refused to come forward to be invested with the second
prize and & turbulent scene followed. The crowd in the back seats
jumped over the barriers and order was restored at last through the
intervention of the Rev, John Griffiths.  After eulogies wo the pre-
sident and various participants, the proceeding came to an end about
four o'clock.

The evening concert was well arended and the programme
consisted of the following principal items :

Choir—T'r Awen’,

Miss Edmonds—Ta Partonella’ and ‘Deep in the Forest Dell’,

Mr. Brinley Richards—‘Fantasia on Welsh Airs’ {on the grand

Mr. Lewis Thomas—"The Mill Wheel’,

forte-piana),
Madam Patey-Whytock—"Scenes of my Youth’.
Mr. Cuminings— Sound an Alarm’,




Quarterie—"Un di s beén rammento mi’,

Choir—"Yr Haf".

Grand Duo—Mr, Richards and Mr. Lazarus'* (piano and
clarinet).

Richards alse played selections from Weber bur “alas it was not
a‘ppreciared by the mass and there was a busy hum of conversarion
throughout the performance™.

WEDNESDAY

The Social Science Depariment was addressed by the Rev, John
Griffiths who read our Mr. Tomkinss (of the London Society)
paper on ‘Friendly Societies’. Several interesting facts are worth
mentioning. Since 1793 Wales had established some 2,461 societies,
In the three counties of Cardigan, Carmarthen and Pembroke the
figures were as follows :

County | No, Eswblished | No. Dissolved | Existing Societics
Cardigan 109 1 3z || 77
Carmarthen 197 22 175
Pembroke 102 45 57

Since 1857 about 460 new socictics had been formed, and the
sirength of some of them is reflected in this table :

Approx.
Total Total No. ( Individual
Society Cuntr;mtinns of Members | Contribution
'8 £'s
Ystradgynlais [St, Gun-
lais) 400 S0 b
Aberaeron (Equity) 1,246 176 7
Llanegwad (Friendly) 543 120 ]
Llanelli {New Friendly) 784 100 8
Pembrey {Pride of the
Village) 969 120 8
Carmarthen ({Merlin) 1,341 199 Fi
Llanelli {Britons Mech-
anic) 1,203 134 9

13, H. Lazeres I£15-1895 ; b. London, where he epent most of his life ;
distinguished clarinet recitalist,

e

In addition there were many other societies attached o the
Ivorites, Foresters, Oddfellows, Druids, Manchester Unity and so on,

A discussion followed and strong feelings were expressed on
the undesirability of societies holding mectings in public houses,
Very often, 1t was claimed, there was agreement between the members
and the landlord that a certain quantty of drink be consumed, so
that there was excessive drinking and hardship to many families.
The teetotallers in the audience thought that these friendly sociedes
should meer in chapel vestries, while others disagreed with the alle-
garions against public houses. At one point there was a lengthy
argument on the relatve merits of a glass of ale and a basin of soup !

The morning’s meedng conciuded with a paper on “Night
Schools for Wales’ given by Mr, David Williams of Llanelli, British
Schools Inspector for South Wales. Hitherto, it was pointed our,
there had been lack of state aid for such purposes. though much
needed o be done w give technical education and instruction w
young workers, The attention of the latter also needed 1o be drawn
10 ‘good and wholesome literature which would allure them from the
unworthy and seductive recreations so prevalent in the present day®

At the Pavilion the proceedings were attended by Judge Johnes
of Dolau Cothi,1? Bishop Connop Thirlwallts and David Pugh. In
his presidential address Johnes, like some of the other speakers,
displayed a certain ambivalence towards the Welsh language. His
support for the Eisteddfod would cease “if its aims were o set race
against race or for the suppresion of the English language among the
people of Wales. English was not only the dominant language of
this realm but the most extensively spoken language on the face of
the globe’. He added many obiter dicta on the characteristics of the
Welsh people—their learning, wit, quick repartee, and ‘a certain
Hippancy, perhaps, thought by some as lacking in good breeding’
Decrying any attempt to set race against race, Mr. Pugh said that
there were advantages in having twoe languages ; the Eisteddfod
could bring rich and poor, learned and unlearned together into one
areng to enjoy literature, poerry and music from many lands as well
as Wales, There was need for more understanding and friendly
discussion in the pursuit of truth,

14.  John Johnes 1800-T6, barrister-at-law and county court judge ; recorder
of Carmarthen 1351- 72 ; ; chairman of guarter sessions for Co. Carme-
arthen 1853-72 ; keen agriculturalist and antiguary ; murdered by his
Trish butler at Dc-lau Cothi,

15. Connop Thirlwall 1797-1875, Bishep of St. Davids ; distinguished
cleric and scholar ; buried in Westminster Abbey,




Afterwards Mr. Brinley Richards spoke of the rapid adwances
in pianoforte playing in Wales, and Mr. Leslie said thar the English
had nothing but goodwill oward Welsh choirs. The Merthyr Choir
won ‘by a neck’ with Newcastle Emlyn in the second place. In
honour of the latter Ioan Emlynl?¥ arose to recite an englyn :

Gwir amlwg gir Emlyn—hedd

Am yr haeddent gael englyn ;

(Gan Tapo, hen blanhigyn,
Rhy' hwn glod i gor r'un glyn

Frequent spontanecus speech making seemed a characteristic of
this and other eisteddfodan Talhaiarn!? was given time to answer
the criticisms of The Times and traced the history of the Eisteddfod
back 10 Gmffydd ap Nicolas, under whose patronage the 1451
Eisteddfod was held at Carmarthen.'® He even quoted (on what
grounds it is difficult to imagine) from a speech by Dafydd ab
Edmwnd. Nevertheless he made an important remark aimed at
Welsh nonconformity and its puritanical outlook—" . . . the Welsh-
man’s mind has been forced into an unnecessary gloom for the past
hundred vears. I should like to see this swepr away and exchanged
for more recreation and amusement. You may depend upon it the
Almighty would not have given us risible faculties if He had not
mtended us to enjoy them in a rational manner’.

The remainder of the afternoon included a lengthy adjudication
by D. A. Williams and W, Spurrell'® on the entries for the essay
on the ‘History of Carmarthen’ won by Alewyn C. Evans who was
invested by the Bishop of St David's, Mrs Marthew of Mountain
Ash, a winner at Llangollen, came first in singing “The Rising of the
Lark’. During an interlude Llew Llwyfo sang a Welsh aria and

16, John Emlyn Jones 1818-1873 ; Baptist minister, poet and man of
letrers ;3 b, at Mewenstle Emlyn ; hon. LLD. of Glasgow University
1863 ; wuthor of Hedd vy Dyn Tuylawnd,

17. Johmn Jones, Tualhaiarn 1810-186% ; architect and poet; b, at The
Harp Inn, Llanfair alhaearn, Denbs, ; worked with Sir Joseph Paxton
and other architects ; one of the superindenents of the building of the
Crystal Pulace ; the mansion of Baron de Rothschild, Menton, France
and other famous houses ; prolific writer and keen eisteddfodwr.

15, Ses article DW.R, Grufudd ap Nicolas fl. 1423-36. There are
conflicting dates and decails of the *Carmarthen’ eisteddfod—reports very
berween 1451 und 1453, Some maintain that it lasted three months
at Dvnevor and others thet it lasted a fortnight at Carmarthen. It
is agreed that Gruffudd ap Nicolas was judge over the poets and that
the chair was awarded to Dafydd ab Edmwnd.

19. Rev. D, Archard Willlams, Archdeacon of Carmarthen, William
Spurrell 1813-8% ; b, in Quay Street, Carmarthen ; printer, publisher,
wuthoer, lexicographer,

then had the audience in convulsions with his rendering of a4 comic
song—John Jones and John Bull’. Llew Liwyfo was considered a
‘very bad singer’ bv many contemporary musicians, but his ‘rabid
patriotism’ made him a favourite with Welsh audiences. One critic
said his performances were an insult to English professionals, while
his supporters were alleged to be the obstreporous ringleaders in the
concerts, During one meeting, the unruly crowd had shouted “Llew,
Llew’ and Brinley Richards had had to apologise for excluding him
as there were many in his favour because of his eisteddfodic record
‘as poet, essayist and novelist’, But others, including Madame Patey-
Whytock,20 one of the guest artists, regarded him more as ‘a suitable
specimen for a menagerie’. Llew Llwyfo was deeply hurt and w
atone for the insult Ceiriog organised a public collection through
which he was presented with a gold watch and chain and twenty-five
guineas. Another result was a resolution to have in future ‘more
Welsh music and greater variety and scope to native talent’.

Bur to remurn to the Eisteddfod.  Mr. Yates, a London journalise,
gave his adjudication on the composition of a new song or poem.
Some one hundred competitors had submitred poems, and Mr. Yates
fell foul of his Welsh audience on account of his remarks about the
compositions. Too much areenton had been given to the ludicrous ;
the style of the majority at best was that of cheap English periodicals.
He withheld the prize of twenty pounds and a silver medal, saying
that a profusion of national fervour could not make up for genuine
creative talent. Later on, the disappointed bards met in the coffee
room of the Ivy Bush and made up scurrilous verses about Mr. Yates.
Among “Ha, ha’s’ and ‘Ho, ho's’ they chanted :

Hear Edmund Yates ! Pray, who is he ?
The one who scorned the nincty-three.

On Wednesday evening the concerr was literally a wash-our :
heavy rain and strong wind blew part of the roof off the Pavilion so
that many of the audience had their umbrellas opened. The pro-
granume included such items as

Choir—"Who will o’er the Downs ?’

Miss Edith Wynne—Softly sighs’ and ‘Oh, fair would I recall’.

Mr. Lewis Thomas—Targo al factotum’. )

Duet (Miss Wynne and Madam Patey-Whytock)—'Quis est
home’,

Mr. Lazarus—"Swiss airs on the Piano’.

20, Madam Patey-Whytock 1842-94 ; comtralte singer; b Holbom,
London ; pupil of Ciro Pinsuti and Sims Reeves ; made first appearance
in Birmingham 1260 ; toured Burope, Americs, Anstraliz, M. Zealand
and the Far East.




Mr. Cummings—'Cuius animam’,
Miss Hewson of Carmarthen—Fanrasia from ‘La Lucia di
Lammermoar”,

Madame Patey-Whytock made a great hit with “The Bailiff’s
Daughter’ but during her singing of “The Storm’ part of the Pavilion
roof was blown off. The prima donna was very annoyed because
of the rain, the shocking state of the pavilion, and the—‘complete
disorder that reigned among the audience’. Another artist com-
plained of the audience’s inatention during instrumental items and
said the Welsh mind sadly needed cultivation in thar respect. Bur
the stage appearances of Miss Wynne and Miss Edmonds more than
compensated for the mishaps of the cvening. Both were greeted
with laudatory stanzas from the bards Dcheufardd and Caniedvdd.
Of Miss Edmonds Dehevfardd said ; _

Dyrchafer clod Miss Edmonds fwyn
Gan feirddion Cymru dawel,
Ehedydd Gwalia vdyw hi

Ei henw sy™n aruchel ;

Ei seren ymddisgleirio wna

Yn entrych hardd cerddoriaeth,

Ei phlentyn annwyl, annwyl yw

Hi swyna bob cym’dogaeth.

Rhyw adsain o ganiadau gwawl
Yw difyr gin o genau,

Ac odlau ei hacenion pér

Yn nefol sydd i'm clustiau ;

Ei Honder deifl i bob gwedd
Caiff hi ei llwyr edmygy,

Ei nefol wén orchfyga’r llu

Hi wna i bawb i wenu.

Anrhydedd yw i Ddyfed gu

Ei chlod aeth trwy v gwledydd,
Ei seiniau pér a swynant dorf
I'r eos dug pywilydd ;

Hir ces a gaffo’r feinir deg
Hir ves o glod rhagorol,

Ac wedi padael daear lawr
Derbynied fri anfarwaol,

According to Caniedydd Miss Wynne was second to none of the
great artists of the day—Mesdames Linda Goldschmid,®l Sainton
Dolby,22 Parepa.2® Grisi24 and Pari.2s

Angyles dawn yng ngwawl v dyvdd,
Berorodd bur arwyrain—

Ar enedigacth rian deg,

Ry’ odiaeth fri i Frydain :

Yn eirian wawr ei seren hi

Y gwelir pelydr Gwalia :

Ac yn ei gwén holigeinion cin,
Yn glir i bawb ddisgleiria.

Ond pwy sydd fel ein dwsmel deg?
Min awen gu mwyn Eos,

Ein Hedith sydd &°i hodiaeth sain,
Yn eurwen pawb yn aros

Alawon nef a lunia hon

Mewn adlef a mwyn odlau ;

Hi swyna fyd ! Pa sain o fath

Ei pharabl a'i hoff eiriau.

THURSDAY

Mr. Hugh Owen wok the chair at the meeting of the Social
Science Department when an interesting paper on night schools for
agricultural workers was read by Mr, James of St John's Hall,
London. The purpose of these schools was “to ameliorae the con-
diton of agriculmural workers'—especially those who had not received
day school education—as well as tw provide exiension courses for
those who had had some basic schooling. Mr. James criticised
some academics where mathemarics was taught “far on inte Buclid

21. Jenny Lind (Mme Otto Goldshmid) 1820-89; b, in  Stockholm ;
studied in Paris under Garcia ; sppeared in Berlin and the Gewand-
haus Leipzig in many operatic rdles ; her husband was conductor ‘of the
Bach Choir,

22. Charlotwe Helen Sainton-Dolby 1821-1885 ; celebrated contralto and
compoter ; studied at the Royal Academy ; appeared in Mendeissohn's
Er. Paud at the Gewandhaus, Leipzig ; mude European tours ; marcied
M. Sainton the celebrated wviolinist.

23. Euphrosyne Parepa-Rosp 1836-1874 ; b, in Edinburgh ; eminent soprana
in oratorio ;3 toured Burope and America ; married Carl Rosa,

24, Giulia Grist 1810-1369 ; eminent operatic singer ; b, in Milan ; studied
at the Conservatorium ; made appearznces in Londen and European
capitals.

25, Adelina Moria Patd 1843-1919; b, in Madrid ; appeared in principal
operutic roles in world capitals ; had grest public adulation ; died ac
Craig-y-Nos in the Swansea Valley.




and Algebra, while the farmer’s son never hears a word about
agriculture; the mechanic seldom works a problem 1n practical
ceometry 3 the guarrvman learns nothing abour geclogy’. A school
of mining was needed, and an establishment where voung women
could learn reading, writng, orthography, history, social studies,
domestic economy and housekeeping duties. Bur these suggestions
were difficult to pur inte practice because of the indifference of
farmers and emplovers, insufficient teachers, parental ignorance and
poverty. Hours of work were wo long and Mr. James suggested a
maximum working day of ten 1o twelve hours !

Mr. James thought a system similar to Sunday School might be
the answer, with voluntary weachers and a parochial collection for
their maintenance. He even suggested a tax on wages, assistance
from the council of the National Eisteddfod, and the grouping to-
pether of ‘three or four condguous farms to form a night school
district. Classes could be held in farm houses and voung workers
would learn 1o use their spare time wiselv. Was it not wue that
many A banker, merchant, physician and even 2 peer had been once
a peasant bov ¥ Among rhe merits of night school education he
included the teaching of wvalues, the dignity and pleasure of honest
labour and the removal of indiscriminate charity which often led to
indolence.

The remainder of the Social Science meeting was taken up
with & paper by Mr. J. Thomas,®t Civil Engineer, London, on the
state of Welsh railways. In a survey of railway expansion after
Stephenson’s tme he noted that in Wales some fifty new companies
had been in operation since 1853, He estimated that to spend
£22,000 on laving down one mile of railway was excessive. There
were mpngbraphi-:al difficulties, ver, with berter planning and co-
ordination between the various railway companies, the cost could be
reduced to abour E£5,000—E£10,000 per mile, with shareholders’
dividends considerably higher. Mr., Thomas had much praise for
David Davies’?7 system and the pioneer work of Mr. Savin,

Other papers deale with Mr, Bruee's®® Education Scheme in
relation to the industrial classes in Wales. Lastly, the Rev, John

26, James Lewis Thomas 1825-1904 ; architect and surveyor to the War
Office ; designer of the military hospital ar Netley ; prominent member
of the Society of Ancient Britons.

27. David Davies, Llandinam 1818-1890 ; industrialist ; MP.; builder
of raifways ; docks ; coal owner, etc., et

28 Henry Austin Bruce, I8135-1895; lst baron Aberdare ; Liberal polit-
iciam § Lord President of the Coioncil ; FR.S.; socipl reformer and
educationist ; 1st president of ULCW., Cordiff and first Chancellor
of the University of Wales.

Mills spoke on the possibility of establishing a Welsh settlement in
Palestine. He had lived in the Holy Land for some vears, and
could say from experience that ‘the country was like a large farm’
with excellent soil capable of yielding abundant crops and ity
geographical position was commercially very advantageous, He had
been in communication with the Turkish government on the subject,
and had received assurances that facilices would be afforded for
carrying out such a4 venture !

The president of the Eisteddfod was the Rev. John Griffiths,
who gave a resumé of the history of the Eisteddfod throughout the
ages. Speaking alternately in Welsh and English, he taced the
Eisteddfod back to King Arthur and referred 1o the patronage of
Maelgwn Gwynedd, Gruffydd ap Cynan and others. Turning to
Lord Dynevor, next to him on the plarform, Griffiths spoke of the
enterprise of Gruffydd ap Nicholas (ancestor of his lordship) who
had invited the bards to Carmarthen in 1451,2Y when a galaxy of
illustrious personages had attended, including Dafydd ab Edmwnd ¢
Tevan Llawdden®! and Guiun Owain#2  Griffiths’s address continued
with many suppesedly authentic anecdotes of the Eisteddfod of 1451,
One local bard challenged Dafydd ab Edmwnd on his arrival—"TPwy
yw't hwrdd yma?" 1o which the poet promptly replied :

Da vw fy hawl, nid wyf hwrdd,
Dywed o fodd, ydwyf yn fardd,
Beth ér mwyn glo cadwyn cerdd ?

whercupon he was invited to join Gruflydd ap Nicholas at ‘his
round table’,

Another story which entertained the audience immensely, was
abour Gruffydd ap Nicholas on his way to St Peter’s Church,
Carmarthen, when he mct Dafydd ab Edmwnd and asked the poet
the following questions :

29, See note 18, ’

3. Dafydd ab Edmwnd, fi, 1450-%90; gentleman and bardic master ;
final authority on all matters of language and metre ; his works bear
the imprint of a master with o splendid vision and expert technigua,
eLe., el

31. Llawdden or leuan Llawdden, fl. 1450 ; a writer of ‘cywyddaw’ to
prominent families of the period ; In the Eisteddfod of 1431, he s
known to have accuged Gruffudd ap Nicolas of being bribed to give
the chair to Dafydd ab Edmwnd,

32, Guun Owain, or Groffodd ap Huw ab Owain, fl. 1460-1498 ; poet,
transcriber of M35, genealogist ; pupil of [ ab Edmwnd ; master
craftsman in verse especially ‘court postry’ proising splendid mansions
gnd noblemen.




Beth a weli di o'th flaen ?—Melin,

A pheth sydd yn v fienestr acw '—Elin merch.

A pheth sydd yn yr un yna P—Gavdd lwyd.

Beth a weli di t draw it afon t—Murddyn,

Beth sydd yn v murddyn P—Aelwyd a phentan,

Beth sydd uwwch e ben P—Cronglwyd,

Beth svdd uweh ben v cwrwg acw ar vr afon P—Pont.

Beth sydd o bob tu i'r march acw ?P—Coes a morddwyd,

Beth a glywi yvo yr eglwys P—Gweddi,

A fedri enwi v cyfan ag englyn #—Mi a’i hamcanaf ebe Dafydd
ab Edmwnd.

And this fonr de force was the result :

Melin ac elin ac aelwyd,—a phont
A phentan a chronglwyd,
Murddyn a choes a morddwyd,

A gweddi lin a géydd Iwyd,

From that time, Griffiths went on, there had been a decline of
the eisteddfod in Wales, especially during the rule of thar arch-
philistine Cromwell. Bur there had been a rival since the Carm-
arthen Fisteddfod of 1819, held under the patronage of Bishop
Burpess#? who was installed a Druid by the great Iolo Morgannwg
himself. The Bisteddfod was ‘the Welshman's holiday' in spite of
the jibes and taunts of the ‘London thunderer’, namely The Times.
Other Englishmen had in their way denigrated the Welsh, and he
mentioned two very strange bedfellows—John Bright and Benjamin
Disraeli.  But there was no need for despondency—'the Welsh
languapge is prety well able 1o look after itself. In spite of the
anglo-philes present, the Vicar of Neath made the point guite un-
equivocally thar wo hold Eisteddfod meetings in English was torally
inconsistent with its purpose and history. He concluded by thanking
the English people present for their help, but in a resounding peror-
ation urged Welshmen everywhere o love their native land and the
Welsh language. After he had sat down to a fumultuous ovation,
he was thanked in spontancous verse by three bards—Ieuan Morgann-
wg, Dafydd Ddu and Caeronwy.

Other events of the afternoon may be mentioned. John Coke
Fowler of Long Castle, Neath, stipendiarvy magistrate for Merthyr,
was announced the winner of the competition for an essay on A

33. Thomas Burpess, 1756-1837 ; Bishop of S5t, Davids ; prime mover in
founding St. Davids College, Lampeter ; patron of literary clergy and
Carmarthen Eisteddfod of 1819, translated to Salisbury in 1825 where
he died in 1837,

Comparison of the Administration of Justice in Wales in 1860 and
1867 and Mrs, Pryse of Glanthydw invested him with the prize.
Mr. Cummings sang “The Bay of Biscay’ whereupen there was much
excitement ; the crowd cheered and whistled and this ululaung con-
tinued during another sole by Pencerdd Gwalia. The president
had to intervene and said, ‘It is only through empty heads that the
wind whistles’. Hwfa Mén®* gained the prize for a poem on Owen
Glynd#r, 2 composition described as ‘burning poetry, as rich as
Wales, simple as nature, great as Snowdon’. Then it was announced
that the best essay on ‘Schools of Art’ was won by Mr. Henry Giles
of The Welshman, Carmarthen.  In between adjudications M, L11_.vyfr_'r
Lewis sang ‘Home they brought their warrior dead’ and Mr. Brinley
Richards and Mr. Lazarus gave a piano and clarinet duet.

Owing to the disagreement between Cynddelw?5 and Caledfryn*®
concerning the award of the chair for the awdl, Ceiriogh7 had been
invited to act as an independent adjudicator. He decided that the
best entry was from the pen of the Rev. Richard Parry (Gwalch-
mai). "8 At the chairng ceremony the customary greenings were
given and Gwrgant®? recited his stanza ;

Credweh chwi feir ceredwen,

Na fradychwyd awen fryd uchel,
Cadeiriwyd mewn coed derwen,
Y bardd a farnwyd yn ben.

In addition Cynddelw accepted Ceiriog’s verdice and acclaimed the
bard in almost incomprehensible language :

34, Rowlind Williams, Hwfa Mon, 1823-19%035 ; Independent minister
and archdruid of Wales ; won number of major eisteddfod awards;
published volumes of poetry ; reformer of the Gorsedd.

35. Robert Ellis, Cynddelw, I1812-75; Baptist minister, prescher, poet,
antiquary and commentator ; wrote awdlau and other poems, the best
probably being 'Cywydd v Berwyn’, etc., et ) o

36, William Williams, Caledfryn, 1801-69 ; Congregational minister, poct
and critic ; wrote and cdited many books of poetry, criticism and
grammar ; edited many pericdicals supporting Liberalism, Temperance
mevernents, etc. 3 eisteddfod adjudicator.

37. John Ceiriog Hughes, 1332-1887 ; lyrical poet ; collector of folk songs
and melodies; etc,, etc. .

38, Richard Parry, Gwalchmai, 1803-1897 : Independent minister, poet
and men of letters ; one of the most prolific writers of the 19 century ;
‘Considered winning at the Eisteddfod sn achievement im ieself . . .
with a cluster of medals an his chest’. ) .

39, Williem Jones, Gwrgant, 1803-1896 ; London solicitor ; eisteddfodwr
and writer o magazines ; active with London Welsh societies—Cym-
reigvddion and Cymmrodorion,




Tra thyoer trwy warth awen,—diorfod
Fo'r cadeirfardd 1rylen ;

Caeddeir res fel Catterwen

¥n Nyfed bydded vn ben.

Lastly, Alltud Eifiont? concurred by saying

Gyda ryw hwyl, gadair hon—a roddwn
I'r haeddol gvnhyrchion :

Gwalchmat’n ddilai lon,

Yw'r gr a biau'r goron.

The meeting ended at half-past three with vowes of thanks to
the President ‘given by Col. Sir James Hamilton of Plas, Llansteffan
and seconded by David Pugh,

For the evening concert the pavilion was filled o capacity and
the proceedings went well except for ‘disgraceful hooting now and
again’. This concerr was adjudged ‘richer in quality than any of its
predecessors’. The programme included :

Madame Patey-Whytock—"Kathleen Mavourneen’, ‘Come lasses
and lads’.

Miss Edmonds— Should he upbraid #', ‘Coming through the

Mr. Lewis Thomas—'0h ruddier than the cherry’.

Mr. Brinley Richards and Mr. Lazarus—'Elisir d'Amour’
(for piano and clarinet).

Mr. John Thomas {Pencerdd Gwalia)—Harp recital.

Mr. Brinley Richards and Miss Hewson—Piano Duct, *Andante
Con Variazoni’® (Mozart).

The concert ended with a ‘precise and spirited rendering’ of ‘Phoebus’
and ‘“The March of the Men of Harlech’ by the choir,

FRIDAY

In the morning the Eisteddfod Council met at the Shire Hall
and received the financial report from the treasurer when the follow-
ing information was given for the year ending 31 December 1886,

40. Robert Isaac Jongs, Alltud Eifion, 1813-1905 ; pharmacist, literateur
and printer ; began publishing ¥ Sryefon ; leter became an Anglican
and edited Bawer y Orees; wrole articles to ¥r Haf, ¥ Lian,
Wy, @10,

Expenses of the Chester Meetings 1866

Prizes £245 7. 0.
Concerts £652 0. 11.
Pavilion £732 15, 2.
Secretary ... £170 9. 2,
Printng, etc, £146 2. 5.
Exhihition ... £37 1.-11:
Incidentals ... £92 11, 10.
Llandudno arrears ... £39 3, 0.
Aberystwyth arrears £la4 2. 2.
Other arrears £33 4. 5.

£2,333 6 (.

Income of Chester Meetings 1866

Subscriptions per Sccretary and Treasurer £293 10, 6.
Subscriptions per Chester Local Committee ... £436 17, 0,
Sale of tickets at Chester ... ... £1,213 10, 6.

£1,945 16, 0.
Excess expenses over receipts ... £387 8. 0.

Owing to mounting debts incurred by the Eisteddfod, the Council
recommended economies in future, especially in the concerts and
music activities. It was suggested that subscriptions be canvassed
well in advance, that buildings be less costly, and organisation im-
proved, as a lapse of eight to ten months between one Eisteddfod and
committee meetings for the next one was o long. The council
also passed a vote of censure on the local commitiee of the Caernarfon
Fisteddfod for not handing over the surplus of £800 which they sull
held.

In the afternoon the competinve meeting was chaired by H.
Lavallin Puxley,#l Esq. of Llether lluesty and supported by William
Morris of Cwm,*2 M.P. for Carmarthen, David Pugh, M.P,, and
Judge Johnes of Dolau Cothi. It is worth noung that in the

41, Henry Lavallin Puxley of Licthr Huesty near Llanddarog and Trunboy
Castle, Co. Cork ; educsted a1 Eton and Brasenose College, Oxford ;
someiime High Sheriff and J.P, Carmarthneshire um‘i Co. Cork.

42, For an sccount of the Morrises see my article in The LuI'HJETkaI‘!I-fI'!Ff
Antigmary, vol vii, 1971—'The Morris Family of Carmarthenshire’.




revival of the Eisteddfod carly in the 1%th century, the gentry had
played an important réle. It is true to say also thar the eisteddfodau
of the day were ‘Shows’ more than anything else with dinners and
festivities for the gentry and their friends.  Yer thev did good work
because the regional societies responsible for promoting an Eisteddfed
were made up largely of gentry and clergy, while the hards had
very iittle hand in them. Moreover the contribution of the gentry,
squires and clerics has been somewhar belittled.  Indeed they treated
the bards handsomely. They provided wophies and prizes with
which they ‘invested’ the winners. and this tradition centinued in
Carmarthen as may be seen from this account. Lastly they felt
responsible to a marked degree for the success of these patherings,
In this respecr they fulfilled the funcdon of earlier ‘wchelwyr’ al-
though by now they had become almost entrely anglicised. The
privilege of social position also carried its dutics and obligations ;
their speeches peflect their political affiliations and cultural outlook.
Some were anglo-philes ; others like Mr, Puoxley were forthright in
expressing unambiguously their loyaltes. Mr. Puxley addressed the
audience and in a very erudite and forthright speech said that the
Eisteddfod was a grand gathering of the clans ‘for the true develop-
ment of national resources, national power and for the cultvation of
a purer taste’. He was very critical of the pursuit of pleasure much
in vogue at the time and he had in mind ‘some of the gentry whose
large estates and families were ruined by a dav at Epsom or the
cast of a dice’. FEase and hooury ought 10 be replaced by a less
sophisticared way of life. Whereas he favoured equal stawus for
Welsh and English, he criticised the ‘glorified insularity’ of the Eng-
lishman who despised the resc of Europe. ‘His country ig an island,
his county is an island, his household is an island , . . . and 1o
complete the whole, each stubborn strong-backed Englishman is an
island himself, surrounded by a misty and umultuous sea of pre-
judices, utterly repudiative of & permanent bridge. This insularity
of character checks any fow of sympathy in favour of our Celic
gathering’. He was himself an Irishman of the same stock as the
Welsh Celts. The Eisteddfod could help ro restore the early purity
of Celtic literature. There wag too much artificiality in poeny : art
had become artifice and ‘painting had been prostituted into an art
of voluptnous colouring, music was degenerating into trickery and
legerdemain’ in conrrast to the classical restraint of carlier times,
Ewven religion, too, contained an excess of external forms and symbols,
pleasing to the eye but repulsive to the thoughtful mind. Bur the
Bards of Wales should commit to memory the history of their people

and the valour of their illustrious dead,  Like Homer and Wirgil,
their aim should be—'Arma virumque cano’.

Mr. Puxley showed much classical learning in his speech and
also described the great names in Celuc tradition—Macpherson,
Ossian, the Ard Fileas, Brehons, Seanachies of Erin, the law makers,
antiquaries and geneologists. He quoted freely from the Welsh
‘cynfeirdd’—Taliesin, Aneirin and Llywarch Hen. He spoke of the
great ‘uchelwyr’ like Gruffydd ap Cynan, arbiters of poesy, the
patrons of bards and law givers. Edward I had reduced Wales into
subjection and Welsh poets had exhorted their compatriots to revolt
like Demosthenes m the face of the Macedonian peril. It was the
posts who kept the Welsh national spirit alight. They sang the
praises of Glyndwr and looked forward to a golden age o come.
But Welsh national aspirations had foundered on the rocks of
animosity and rivalry, factions, strife, dislovalty and greed, Against
this tragic background. he concluded, Welshmen must unite in
support of the Eisteddfod, a Welsh institution and the strongest bastion
of Wales's language and culture.

Among the principal winners, the following may be mentioned :
Essay on ‘High Class Farming'—Mr. W, Samuel of Carreg Cennen,
who also won the prize for an essay entitled ‘The Importance of
Milford Haven'. Mr. Shackell was given the prize for the best
Collection of Insects and Mr. Bassertc Jones was given high credit
for his model of a cortage and musical instrument made by a Welsh-
man,

The afternoon proceedings had to be abandoned because of the
rain but not before Mr. Brinley Richards'® had assessed the musical
standard of the Eisteddfod. He said that notwithstanding criticism
from Printing House Square; London journalists had to admirt rhar
he had tried to raise the standard of music at the Eisteddfod. Their
sarcasm need not be taken seriously. They were critical of every-
thing from a roval occasion to the Lord Mayor’s show. He had
engaged the best London artists, and in spite of local criticism, there
had been ‘a waricty of excellent music’ in the concerts. Judiciously
prepared, they had elevated the taste of the people. l‘h::rv.? had been
pressure from officials ro engage local worthies, and foreign music,
siuch as thar of Weber and Mendelssobn, had been attacked by many
a ‘base scribe' of the local journals. Consequently Mr. Richards
said he had felt bound to resign as musical director of the Eisteddfod
and The Athengewn regarded the insults which had been hurled at
him as ‘the death warrant of the institution to which Welshmen
profess devotion”.

43. Henry Brinley Richards, 1819-85 ; musician, composer and pianist ;
native of Carmarthen ; ﬁ,'icn:l of Chopin, For full secounrt see D;W.Ii‘.
and God Bless the Prince of Wales by Major Francis Jones, Carm-
arthenshire Community Council. 1969,




One other aspect of the Eisteddfod's activities deserves atention,
viz. the exhibitions and displavs in the public rooms. These dealt
with Art, Nawral History, Antiquities, Industries, Crafts and even
curios from private collections were displayed. Mr. Properr, Organ-
ist of St. Davids Cathedral, assisted by Mr. Salter, was in charge
of the Science Exhibition where samples of coal seams from the
Gwendraeth valley as well as fossils from Mynvdd Mawr werc on
display. There were slates from the Glog and Whitland quarries,
geological maps and charts, crystallised minerals, flowers, plants as
well as fish in an aquarium, a cage of singing birds, a fine fox and
the massive door of St, Peter’s Church, with its wrought iron hinges
and lock made by Mr, Rhys Jones.

The picture gallery was in the charge of Mr. Hosford, the
Master of the Government School at Carmarthen. On show was a
copy of Mr. Leslie's picture ‘Uncle Toby and the Widow’, together
with the following original works : “A Scene in the Desert’ (A Cooper,
RAY; ‘Italian Peasants' (A, Elmore) ; *The School Teacher” (R.
Redgrave) ; "View of St Davids Cathedral' {Aston) ; and “Chale
Bay, Isle of Wight' ; ‘Early Winter in North Wales' ; and “A Swiss
Village' in crayon by H. Bright. The South Kensington Museum
lent many exhibits, e.g. ‘Hastings Fish Market' by J. Barnet ; ‘Black-
heath’ (J. Holland) and “The Gleaner’ (E. H. Corbould). Other
pictures came from the private houses of Miss Gardper, Messrs,
Spurrell, J. L. G. Poyer Lewis of Henllan, Kvyrke Penszon the arch-
itect, Buckley of Penvfai, Johnes of Dolau Cothi and the Rev.
Bagnall Evans.

There were dozens of exhibits in the Antiquities department and
some of them may be mentioned 1 MSS. list of Pembrokeshire
sheriffs, a lady’s patch box, a half noble of Edward I1I, silver coin of
Edward I, stone cele, Roman lamp and coins, a crown of the time of
William III, a dollar of Pope Gregory XV1, a black letrer Bible of
1613, Camden’s Britannia 1610, a letter of Christmas Evans, Nant-
garw china, Martn Luther’s drinking cup, card case from timber
of George IIT's yachr, the grear seal of England (remp. Common-
wealth), carved model of Cydweli castle, fourteenth cenwury Hours
of the Virgin on vellum, stirrup irons of Sir Rhys ap Thomas, shoes
worn by Twm Shén Carmi, old charters of Haverfordwest, two
maces and & portrait of Sir John Perroit lent by the Council of
Haverfordwest, etc, etc. Miss Jones of Ystrad showed 2 souff box
with a portrait of Charles Edward Swuart, presented to ancestors of
the late John Jones, M.P, and Mr. Morgan, shoe manufacturer,
exhibited valuable Indian curiosities.

In the Botanical Dept., there were flowers and ferns from Golden
Grove, Dynevor and Ysetrad together with many exodc plants, In
addition there were examples of marine algae, British butterflies,
Chinese insects and birds from Penvfai House. Mr, Frank Buckley
showed a series of objects, illustrating the development of the salmon
and oyster, casts of puflf adders as well as drawings of tigers, bears
and other wild animals.

The geological and industrial sections gave prominence to ex-
amples of rock from the Cambrian, Silurian and other systems,
There were examples from submerged forests, as well as flint knives,
cave bones, collections of copper and iron axes from Mr, Wilson,
Cwmifrwd, brasses and iron ore from Ebbw Vale, blocks of patent
fuel, specimens from the Carmarthen Tinworks and the products of
the chemical works of Mr. Chivers, Carmarthen. Other local pro-
ducts were boots and shoes by W. O, Morgan and a “case of boots’
by Henry Bona of Spilman Street, a stone chimney piece by Mr.
Davies of Lammas Street as well as examples of woollen goods from
Messrs. Lewis and Jones, Lower Water Streer, book binding from
Spurrells, embroidery, geometrical wood turning, a musical instru-
ment by Mr. Thompson of Thompson and Shackell, ¥4 a violin by
Rees Rees, joiner of Wood's Row, and leathers and furs from Mr.
Griffiths, Llanelli.

Brickbats and Bouguets

It is worth noting some of the observations which appearsd in
the local and national press concerning the merits and defects of the
Carmarthen Eisteddfod of 1867,

Most were critical of the proceedings. For example, the Daily
News considered the activities of the Social Science sections as *merc
entertainment” compared to the learned meetings of the British
Association. The ceremonies and bardic processions were singled
out as the ‘most lodicrous features”. On the other hand many
benefits had resulted from the institution, e.g. “The Literature of the
Cymry® by Thomas Stephens was a product of the national Eisteddfod
while in Ircland the people were more interested in ‘Catholic or
Orange demonstrations’. The INustrated London News praised the
fervour and enthusiasm of the eisteddfodwyr ar Carmarthen, saying
that ‘the proceedings had been carried on with the greatest spirit,

44, E. W. Shackell was bom (1841) in Carmarthen, where the family had
a shop in Guildhall Square,




but oo much place was given 1o natonalistic speeches and diatribes
against the Saxon press’.  But there were further remarks caleulated
to disparage Wales's national festival. Some spoke of the folly of
these a2ssemblies, The bawling out of idle songs in an unknown
tongue was regarded as an ‘olympian game by fish wives on the banks
of the Styx'. In many ways the Eisteddfod was said 1o resemble
‘2n antediluyian parlisment’ with the presidents behaving like ‘mon-
cmaniacs’ and making their speeches which grossly exaggerated Welsh
culture to give the impression that the BEnglish were vastly inferior
and that Welrh audiences were fa créme de la créme. It was com-
planied that much had been said about the fine gualities of the Welsh,
whereas what had been meost evident ar the Eisteddfod was ‘the
shrieking of palpably bad verse’. Another lament was thar Mr,
Yares had read 93 poems and all of them were bad, yet the com-
petitors had refused to accepu his decision, It was remarked., too, that
Mr. Llew Llwvfo's performances befitted a ‘menagerie’ rather than a
musical festival. According to a writer in The London Review the
only progress possible for Wales lay in the Principality being ‘one
with England in its interests, aspirations and language’. He went
on to say ‘that the Welsh were more immoral, ignorant and wretched
than any other Englishman of the same class and opportunitics”.  The
writer continued by calling the Eisteddfod ‘a piece of vulgar charlatan-
ism' and even gloated over the fact that the rain had been so heavy
during the week ! Scathing phrases were added. The Eisteddfod
was ‘a wild-beast show’, a ‘recital of primidgve poetry of semi
barbarians’., And fnally : “Wales has sdded nothing (in spite of
Marthew Arneld’s regard for her superior culture) to the empire
of English letters—Where 15 the Welsh Scott or Burns, Burke or
Goldsmith # Perhaps some member of the Eisteddfod will rell us ?*
The Times as well as The Tmperial Review ook much the same ling
as The London Reviewn. The Musical World was penerally more
moderate but had little praise for native Welsh music. The Athen-
aemn emphasised the need for higher critical standards in Welsh
poetry and music. Punch printed several sarirical werses ; for
example

‘Clang then the cymbals
Dance ve all nimbles,

Driscard for this day vour thimbles
Maidens of sunny Wales,

Cast away your bales

Ye merchants drop vour sales,
And one cheer more

Now and before
We seek the climes of Wales,

Take from me my pen
My ink and then
Leave my hands and mnails
'l write and sing of Wales,

1 remain, Sir, Yours,
The Chief Bard Morgan
Who plays on the Organ,

N.B.—If the above isn't & rhyme
1 don’t know what is. M

On the other hand, the correspondent of The Orchesiva praised
‘Cambrian fanaticism’ and contrasted Welsh peasants with ‘the
English lower orders who remain lumpish and indifferent w every
manifestation of art™

Many lerters to the press followed bur these gave varymg
verdicts on the Eisteddfod.,  Some spoke of the parochialism, egotism,
vanity and conceit of incompetent amateurs. There was lack of
‘musician’s music’, items were described as ‘wishy, washy’ and
‘namby, pamby’. Adjudicators and competitors formed a ‘mutual
admiration socicty’ and there was lack of training in music. On
the other hand, some complained of the absence of Welsh songs, uf_
the presence of English artists and the lack of music *for the mass
in this allegedly Welsh festival.

Looking back at the Carmarthen Eisteddfod of 1867, it seems
that certain major criicisms remain valid. The musical taste of the
mid-Victorian period was represented at its worst. Even the recitals
of Brinley Richards and his London artistes reflected contemporary
popular fashion for drawingroom ballads, music hall turns and
virtueso performances.*®  The names of the great Eurapean com-
posers hardly appeared on the programmes of Wales national festival,
while Welsh composers of instrumental and choral music capable qu
competing with the masters were virtually non-existent. The dis-
ciplined study of Welsh native and folk music had not yet reached
fruition. National pride could not make up for the narrowness
and ignorance of home-bred songsters. Ar best Owain Alaw, Ieuan
Gwyllt and Llew Llwyfo were unskilled amateurs compared to
Handel and Bach, Mozart, Beethoven and others. A thorough
education in music in its varied aspects was not available. The

45, For = genersl inteoduction see Music i England. Eric Blam.
FPenguin,




musical renascence which produced Stanford, Parry and Elgar in
England and which was to influence Wales had not vet taken placc,

The poetry produced for this and other eisteddfodau was also of
poor quality. A modern critic and literary historian claims that the
‘awdl’ reached its lowest level at this time.#¢ The stanzas already
quoted in this article display the taste of the tme for the affectad
and sentimental, the banal and the commonplace. Indeed much
that was composed was almost incomprehensible. Tn some ways
the Carmarthen Eisteddfod was just another ‘grand show’. There
was much lack of order and it was a cockpit of pety jealousy and
parochial bitterness,

Nevertheless it did much 1o foster Welsh culture and was an
important milestone in the history of a unigque institution.  Encourage-
ment was given to study and research ; the need for umiversal
education was stimulated ; works of scholarship emerged on Welsh
history and andquities, politics and religion, and contemporary
social problems were given a thorough airing. We find, too, that
the Eisteddfod worked hand in hand with learned societies, enjoyed
the support of cultured clergy and gentry and was becoming more
and more a national gathering with the leaders of nonconformity
and radicalism as prominent participants. It kepr alive what had
commenced under roval patronage in Cardigan Castle in 1176, It
recalled the gatherings of ‘uchelwyr’ ar Carmarthen and Caerwys,
It was inspired, too, by the meetngs of bards and dilenani in eight-
eenth century coffee-houses and taverns. Lastly it helped to hand
down to us a national festival, held in great honour among all true
Welsh people and making no distinction of party, class or creed.d?

46, Haner Llenyddiceth Gumraeg gan Thomas Parry, Gwasg Prifysgol
Cymry, Caerdydd 1944, See also Sefenaw Beirniadu Barddoniaeth
g Nehyoru yn v Bedwovedd Ganrif ar Bvwetheg gan H. Llewelyn
Williams. Foyle. w.p,

47. For an outling of the history of the Eisteddfod see—TWhe Eisteddfod
of Wales—dA Handbook for the childven of Waler (Eivceddfod y
Cywrry #t6, . . . ) Hugh Bvans, Liverpool. D,






Modes and Manners in Another Age

By T. L. EVANS, BA,
Chicen Elizabeth Grammar School for Boys, Cartnarthen.

RESEARCH into the history of the Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School involved perusal of the Carmarthen Jowrnal files and T found it
impossible to ignore interesting itemns which were nop relevant to my
special field of enquiry. As a result I made copious notes on various
facets of life in Carmarthen and district which present a picture,
albeit incomplete, of life during the period from 1811 to 1835,

The MNapoleonic Wars were a period of great stress and there
was an appeal for meney to buy barley for the poor. Four years
later, in 1816, the Corporation subscribed £20 towards reducing the
price of barley to the poor. Conditions had not basically improved
by 1823, when the news was reported that a Carmarthen woman who
had left her baby at home for a shore while at Fountain Hall returned
to find the child’s head in the mouth of a half starved pig kepr by
neighbours. The child died in agony the following day and there
was an outcry against the number of ravenous pigs in the town.

Poverty may have encouraged crime even though the penaltics
were severe, as illustrated by the sentences handed out by the Great
Sessions in Carmarthen in 1819 : Thomas Jenkins, stealing two
horses—sentenced  to dearh @ John Rees, stealing clothes—death ;
Thomas Jones, stealing from a shop—transportation for seven years ,
David Evans, seealing sheets and blankets—death, but the sentence
was expected to be commuted to transportation for life. There were
mare heinous crimes, for the resurrection men were busy in Laugharne
in 1828 when they robbed the grave of the body of a crew member
of the Emma, wrecked on Cefn Sidan.  As Carmarthen was a busy
seaport it is not surprising to find evidence of an ancient trade being
practised, for in 1830 Charlotte Jones, one of the ‘fair Cyprians’ of
the town preferred a complaint against William Brown one of her
‘fancy men’, for a vielent assault.

Pistols for Two

The affluent had a much more comfortable time. County
families had their town houses in Quay Street, King Street and
Spilman Street for the winter season,  According to a contemporary,
the Rev, D, Archard Williams, it was to attract the support of the
gentry that the political parties started two Hunts, the Red Coat
Hunt, the hounds being kept in whar became known as Red Streer,



and the Blue Coat Hunt, the hounds of which gave their name to Blue
Street. Winter balls were held in the larger hostelries like the White
Hart in Queen Streer, tickets costing 7s. 6d., equal o a week’s wage
for a labourer. A pointer to the social importance of Carmarthen
was an advertisement in the Carmarthen Jowrnal in 1819 by the
famous porteait painter Romney, whose price for painting a miniature
on ivory was one guinea. He mwust have had great response, for
he extended his stay by another week. That the gentry were au faif
with manners as well as modes is illusirated by the account in 1819
of g duel ; ‘in consequence of a dispute Col. Gwynne of (rlanbran
Park in this County and Capt. Holford of the lst Guards, a meeting
took place on Thursday, 29th, when after an exchange of shots the
seconds interfered and the parties shook hands'

While there was the theatre to visit, a rarer occasion was the
display of "Chinese Fireworks’ by Signor de Motram (from Vauxhall)
held at the Waterloo Tennis Court on the Quay, prices of admission
being two shillings for a box and one shilling for the pit. By 1821
there is evidence of a Reading FRoom ; among the papers available
were The Conrier, Star, Chester Chronicle, The Obserger, Bath &
Clowcester Journal, Bell's Weekly Messenger, John Bull, North Wales
Crazetre, True Briton, St James Chreowicle, Heveford  Jowrnal,
Cheltenham Chronicle, The Camibrian (Swansea), Brisrol QObjerver
and Bristal Mercury,

According to the Rev. Archard Williams, the Council, about
1826, followed the custom of beating the bounds snd holding pie
poudre® courts at regular intervals, including one at Lianllwch bridgs,
where several baskets of apples were tlted into the siream for the
urchins, Other Commeon Council activities were not always comm-
endable; for it was a time when the Council sold off Corporate
property and treared themselves 1o banquers. During the period
there were frequent advertisements of the sale of municipal property,
which was extensive on a Carmarthen map of 1785. According 1o
Archard Williams, the outgoing Mayor, Capr. Davies, handed over
2 balance of fourpence when the Municipal Reform Act of 1835
came into operation. A sum of £2000 was spent on building a Dry
Dock which was never used because the entrance was blocked by the
constant accumulation of mud. Much money appears to have bheen
squandered in civic and partisan litigation. On the credic side,

®Variants are Piedposdire and Piepowder (from Old French pied puddress,
a pedlar or petty chapman frequenting markers and fairs). It was a court
of record by which the owner of a wll could, through his steward, make
on-the-spot decisions regarding disputes and offences relating to fairs and
markets—Edizor,

however, public works included the extension of the Quay, widening
of the Bridge, and the building of a Borough gaol, slaughterhouse
and workhouse.

In this period Carmarthen was a busy port, mainly concerned
with the coasting rrade with the major and many of the minoer ports
of Scotland, Ireland and England. During the weck in which the
Bartle of Waterloo was fought on the 16th and 17th June, 1815,
arrivals included one from Cloucester with salt, one from Swansea
{sundries), two from Bristol, an important connection {sundries). one
from Tenby (coal), one from Llanelly (coal), four from Kidwelly
(coal). Departures included one for Newport, one for Cardigan, one
for Kidwelly, one for St. Ives, one for Llanelly and cight for Bristel,
among the cargoes being oats, tmber and tinplates. Road transport
was slow, uncomfortable and cxpensive, A single fare to London
on the outside of the coach in the 1830s cost £1. 16. 0. ; inside it
cost £3. 12. 0. In 1834 the Paw! Pry departed at 5 am. and
reached Cheltenham ar 7 pm. for an overnight stop for London
passengers, The Picton departed at 2 p.m. every day for Swansea
via Kidwelly ; the Regularor for Tenby and Haw:rfurdwestr every
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday at 1.30 p.m. ; the Collegian for
Lampeter and Aberystwyth on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at
1.30 pm. ; the Collegian for Brecon, Hereford, Worcester and Birm-
ingham on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 1.30 p.m. All these
coaches started at the Ivy Bush. Goods were often rransported by
wagon. The great impact on transport did nor come untl 1832,
when the South Wales Railway was opened, one of its effects being
the anglicising influence on the lower and middle classes who were
Welsh-speaking or ‘Cymro uniaith’ as the editor of the Carmarthen
Jorrnal called them.

Siow Postman

The Post Office in 1822 was in Spilman Street. Two mails for
London left every night at 9 o'clock, one through Swansea and the
other through Brecon. Mails for Milford and Ireland left every
morning at 4 o'clock. A horsepost left for Cardigan on $undﬂjr’,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 4.30, returning the
same evening. Go-slow postmen were severely punished, as this 1315}'
report shows: ‘On Samurday Sennight® the Postman conveying the mail
from Aberystwyth to Aberayron was committed to the House of
Correction for one month for loitering on the road and not performing
his tide within the Lmited tme.’

* That is 'On Suturday Week', sennight being a contraction of seven nighes
(ef. fortnight).
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There i= much information to be glesned about educarion, though
I shall refrain from quoting references to my own special field of
study, the Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, which requires an
article all to {tself. In the primary sector it was decided on the 1%th
February, 1813 to form a Lancasirian School (I think boys of the
present Penirepoeth School were called ‘Lankies’ in the 1930s), bur
the Roval Free School of the British and Foreign Schools Society
had already been established and was teaching reading., writing and
arithmetic,. The young ladies had their own seminaries and were
raught French, music, dancing and drawing. An interesting adveriise-
ment was that of M. W. Johns, who had a Classical, Commercial &
Mathematical Academy in King Street in 1825, The subjects
taught were : elocution, rhetoric, logic, versification and theme writing,
orthography, mathematics, book-keeping, French, Ttalian, Spanish,
Portuguese, German, Oriental languapes, Latin, Greek and Hebrew.
A formidable list, but [ cannot vouch for the standard.

There are many interesting references to local industries. In
MNovember 1827 there appeared an advertisement which offered o
ler the Tin Mills; Charcoal Iron Furnace, Forge, Bar Iron & Rolling
Mill, the ‘country abounding in Ironstone, Cordwood and never
failing supply of water (via Pondside from the Gwili})’. Omn the same
mill leer and contiguous to the Tin Mills was an ancient water corn
grist mill, with four pairs of stones fully employed. Exaggerated
claims were made for the guality of slates quarried in the neighbour-
hood ; geologically, they were semi-slates. An advertisement of the
period refers to the Pant-y-glien Slate Quarry (largest slates 247 x
127y within quarter of 2 mile of Whitemill and on the Turnpike.

Among many random jottings reference may be made to the
Bittern, span 3ft. 3ins., shot in Pembrey Woods ; and finally to an
account of a poet who had imbibed too much wine. Returning from
g fair, he fell into a ditch and could not get cut.  He called for help
and when asked who was there he replied impromptu :

Twm o'r Nant mae cant yn fv ngalw
Ond Thomas Edwards yw fy enw

Y brandy goch a laddwys gant

Roes godwn teg i Twm o'r Nant.

A near efforr, considering his stare and predicamenr.



CARMARTHENSHIRE HISTORIANS 4

William Jenkins Rees 1772-1855

William Jenkins Rees was a member of a notable family of
scholars and publishers who brought more than a local renown 1o the
little town of Llandovery in the ninetcenth century. He was born the
son of Rice Rees at Llandovery on the 10th Januwary, 1772, Afrer
attending  Carmarthen Grammar School, he went to Oxford and
graduated from Wadham College in 1793, taking his M.A. degree
n 1797,

Following ordination in 1796, he held curacies in Herefordshire
during the nexr ten years and in 1806 became rector of Cascob in
Radnorshire, where he spent the rest of his life. In 18320 he was
made a prebendary of Christ College, Brecon. Although he spent
much of his life away from his native county, he retained close family
ties with the town of his birth and when his father died in 1526 he
inherited property in Llandovery.

Rees was a man of grear industey, whose letters form a large
collection ; in addition, he left a grear output of printed works:
Early among his published works was A Shorr and Pracrical Accownt
of Christianity (1803), followed by essayvs on clerical elocution and
pastoral work. Bur if he is remembered nowadays it is probahly
for his work as an editor for the Welsh MSS. Sociery, though his
scholarship has since been criticised. He was, however, esteemed as
an antiquary far beyond his adopted county of Radnor and in 1840
he was clected a Fellow of the Society of Anuquaries. He should
be remembered too for his part, with other clergymen, in giving new
life vo the Eisteddfod and reviving the Cymmrodorion Society,

In 1839, he inherited the task of editing an edition of the Liber
Landevensis for the Welsh MS5, Society, a work left unfinished by
the sudden death of his brilliant nephew, Rice Rees (18504-39), a
professor and lbrarian at St. David's College, Lampeter, who had
earlier written The Welsh Saines, long afterwards approved by J. E.
Lloyd as a “full and luminous™ eszsay. The new edition of the Liker
Landavensis, which appeared in 1840, was printed by another nephew.
William Rees (1808-73), who brought his measure of distinction
the Rees of Tonn family by printing many of the more important
books of his time, including Lady Charlotte Guest's Mabirogion in
three handsome wvolumes.



Rees later edited The Lives of the Cambro-British Saints for
the Welsh MSS. Socicty, 2 work which was printed in 1853 by
William Rees, who was responsible for bringing out all the society’s
books. Bur in neither case has his scholarship altogether stood the
test of time, and had he been spared to enhance the brilliance of his
carly promise it is likely that his nephew, Rice Rees, would have been
much more successful.

William Jenkins Rees died ar Cascob on the 18th January, 1855,
a week after his eighty-third vear.

Apostle and Benefactor

Three and a half centuries ago a mercer’s son who was to cnrich
the lives of his countrymen, though not with silks and fineries, was
born in the town of Carmarthen. Like most of our knowledge of
his early life, the vear of his birth is uncertain, but it is generally
thought to be 1622, He grew up to become an apostle and bene-
factor, but not without suffering the persecutions of an intolerant age,
His name was Stephen Hughes.

He was the son of John Hughes, who was to be an alderman
and, in 1630, mayor of Carmarthen, and it is possible that he was a
pupil of the grammar school that had been founded by Queen Eliz-
abeth in the town during the previous century.  Little more is known
about his activities untl he received the living of Meidrim in 1634,
though it is probable that he served carlier in the neighbouring
parish of Merthyr. These livings he received following the ejection
of the clergy during the earlier vears of the Commonwealth, bur after
the Restoration it was the wrn of Hughes and his fellow Dissenters
to be ejected and he was deprived of his living in 1662, Later he
matried a devout and industrious woman in Swansea, where he
sertled for the rest of his life,

Despite his move to Swansea, Hughes continued to preach in
Carmarthenshire, establishing new churches and tending those which
he had set up earlier from shout the year 16530. He travelled tire-
lessly all over the county and into south Cardiganshire, and among
the congregations he gathered rogether were those at Carmarthen,
Capel Isaac, Henllan, Pantteg, Pencader, Llanvbri, Llanedi and Tre-
lech., Most of the Congregational churches in the county are off-
shoots of these early foundations,

The first decade of the Restoration was a difficult one for
Dissenrers and meetings had perforce 10 be shrouded in secrecy,
usually in remote places. Associated with Hughes during this period
was the cave at Cwmhwplin near Llandysul, A story is told that
while on his way to preach there he saw a company of people dancing
in a field and to their leader he said, “If you will accompany me over
the mountain, you shall have a better amusement than you can ger
here” The man accepted the invitation and was astonished o see
so large a number in such an inhospitable place. Nevertheless, he
was greatly affected and remained a follower of Stephen Hughes.
Bur Hughes was alwavs in fear of arrest, a fate which ar las: over-
took him, with the result that he was incarcerated at Carmarthen
*“to the prejudice of his health and hazard of his life”,




Educating the Peasantry

In the following decade, however, the laws against Dissenters
were relaxed a litle and in 1672 Hughes received a licence 1o he
a Congregational teacher at Evan Morris's house in Llanstephan ; it
is claimed by some thar this house was Pantyrathro, which name is
said to be a corruption of Pentre athraw. It is probable thar Hughes
kept a number of schools during the years of the Commonwealth and
perhaps earlier, for it was his purpose to educate the peasantry, a
task he undertook with a dedicarion which matched that of Griffich
Jones in the following century. To this end he published about
twenty books in Welsh, some of which ran into several cditions ; at
the end of many of them he printed the Welsh alphabet and simple
aids aimed at assisting people to read. This was at a time when
there weére no printing offices in Wales, and prolonged wisits to
London had to be made to supervise the production of his works.

Hughes encouraged the more literate to teach their children and
servants to read and persuaded many 1o teach their neighbours ; he
even succeeded in getting many to learn o read at forty or fifty
vears of age. To him we owe the appearance of Vicar Prichard’s
verscs in print, for he realised the wvalue of their simplicity and
popular appeal. These he published in four parts over a period of
vears, but brought them into one volume in 1672 ; in 1681 he pro-
duced a further edidon of this volume, which he named Canmpll v
Cymru (The Welshman's Candle), by which title Vicar Prichard’s
verses have ever since been known.  Having published a cheap editon
of the New Testament and the Psalms in 1672, he was able in 1677
to fulfil his most earnest wish—the publication of the whole Bible in
Welsh at & price which would ensure the widest distribution. This
Bible was much bemer for accuracy and presenration than any other
previously published in the language.

Although he received the aid, financial and otherwise, of Thomas
Gouge, a Londener whose Welsh Trust was the means of introducing
benevolent works to Wales, Hughes spent much of his own resources
in supporting these enterprises, which nor only disseminated religious
knowledge bur helped to conserve the Welsh language ; he was the
foremost of his dme in his efforts to preserve the native languape and
culture, which some would have allowed to suffer to the advantage of
English.

In his work of bringing education to humble folk, Hughes anrici-
pated Griftith Jones of Llanddowror, but his countrymen have not
given him the same measure of recognition that has been lavished
upon his more fameus successor.  In other respects the two men had

little in common: whereas Jones could be difficult and even cantanker-
ous, Hughes was a modest and benign man who refused to be em-
hittered by persecution and knew only that he must remain steadfast in
his chosen work.

He died ar Swansea in 1688—he wyear before the Toleraton
Act, which lzgalised Nonconformitv—and was buried in St John's
in that town, No memorial marked his grave, but he is remembered
as the Apostle of Carmarthenshive, who in his tme was one of the
great benefactors of his people.

i F B

Other anniversaries in 1972 are :

W. Llewslyn Williams (1868-1922), a native of Llansadwrn,
member of Parliament, lawyer and author, best known for his books
‘Slawer Dydd and The Making of Modern Wales.

‘Eliza Carmarthen’ otherwise Eliza Phillips Willlams (1823-72),
daughter of a Carmarthen currier, whose shop was in King Streer,
An accomplished woman, she was famed for her poetic and musical
talent. She died ar Hirwaun, where her sccond husband, John
Thomas, was curate, and was buried ar Aberdare.

Titus Lewis (1822-77). Not to be confused with his more
famous namesake, this Titus was a native of Llanelli who moved w
Glamorgan, where he became an antiquary of much repute and was
elected FSA.  An authority on Welsh literature, he also wrote English
verse, much of which was published. He died at Llanstephan.

Sir Richard Siweele (1672-1729), literary luminary who spent his
lasr vears at Llangunnor and was buried in St. Perer’s, Carmarthen.



Before It’s Forgotten

A Famous Conductor

The enguiry by Mrs. C. Lewis, Gwynea, Llandeilo in Volume
VII of The Carmarthenshire Hisiorian regarding the history of the
house known as Wew Inn on the outskirts of Llandeilo and on the
road to Talley, prompts me to submit the following information.

During the nineteenth century a family named Wood lived there,
In Llandeilo Parish Church there is a wall memorial in the nave
inscribed
Sacred o the Memory of
John Wood of Cardiff
in the county of Glamorgan, Esquire
who died April 21, 1846
and was interred in the New Inn Vault
Underneath this Church.

Through the courtesy of Mr, D. J. Hughes, Churchwarden I was
able to po down under the church, but there was no evidence of the
New Inn Vault there.

Returning to the church itself it was good and pleasant to
examine and admire g beguriful stained glass window in the Glan-
cennen chapel, a triptych depicting Faith, Hope and Charity and
inscribed

To the Glory of God and in Memory of
Edward Robert Wood
Born February 10, 1810
Died September 27, 1876.

The inscriptions and the nature of the memorials indicate that
the family was an established and a landed one. This iz further
borne out by information concerning the family which I heard from
the late Mr, Carey Morris, the Llandeilo artist.  He recounted how
at a musical conversazione in Chelsca early i this century he had
met the conductor, Sir Henry Wood. When Mr. Carey Maorris said
he was from Llandeilo Sir Henry became wvery excited and asked for
much information and explained thar he had invariably spent his
childhood holidays at Llandeilo with relatives, members of the Wood
family, at New Inn,

T recall that the late Mr. Robert Morris, brother of the artist,

had in his possession a large number of old parchments, maps, deeds,
tithe returns ete. relating to the Wood family of New Inn.

EIRWEN JONES,
Noddfa,
Llandeilo.

A Carmarthen Oddity

‘A few old Flemish houses may be observed in the more ancient
parts of the town. Their characteristic feature is the awkward size
and position of the chimney, which occupies a prominent position in
the front wall, The Old Plough in Lammas Street . | . i5 a stnking
example.’

So wrote William Spurrell in Carmarihen and Irs Neighbour-
fiood when it was first published in 1860, and in view of its projected
demolition to make way for a proposed new carriageway past Friar's
Park to Blue Street one wonders whether the building shown in the
accompanying picture and forming part of Bowen's Garage is the
one o which Spurrell referred.

Older people will remember the Old Plough a couple of doors
further west beyond the garage entrance, where there used to be a little
shop in the end house before the street-line falls back to the Falcon
Hotel, The name Old Plough painted on the wall of this house may
siill be discerned under later coats of paint,

Fhow 1+ ¥, G, Ladwick.



Bur a street plan (deposited in the County Record Office,
Carmarthen) prepared in 1786 by T. Lewis in surveying property
helonging 1o John Vaughan of Golden Grove describes the whole block
of buildings between the access w Friar's Park and the Falcon Hotel
as ‘The Plow &c—Richard Archard’. It is therefore likely that
Spurrell was referring to the building shown in the picture.

The building certainly has the ‘characteristic feature’ described
by Spurrell, an additional curiosity being the display window which
has been constructed in the chimney breast. It mav have been
refaced since Spurrell’s dme ; otherwise the building seems to fit his
description.  But whether it is a ‘Flemish house’ is a2 question I leave
to competenit authority to answer, bearing in mind that somebody
has more recently discounted the view that buildings of this type in
south-west Wales are Flemish,

GWERNEN,
Carmarthen.

SKEEL GOES MARCHING ON

“T found this story most fascinating,” writes Mr, A. L. Kipling
of Aldershot in referring to an article in Volume VII of The
Carmarthenslive Historian by Major Francis Jones, Wales Herald
Extraordinary under the title ‘“Marching With Thomas Skeel’, which
incorporated the journal of an early nineteenth century soldier from
Laugharne.

“As [ am the Hon, Editor of the Journal of the Society for Army
Historical Research, T would like very much to reprint ir in this
Journal,” adds Mr. Kipling.

_ Permission to reproduce the article has been willingly granted—
if only for the sake of Thomas Skeel. Thev say old soldiers never
die, but Skeel, bless him, refuses o fade awav wo.

REVIEW

The Story of Carmarthen

By Jovce and Victor Lodwick
W, G. Ledwick & Sons Lid., Carmarthen, £2.40

It is a pleasure to give a new welcome to the familiar and
colourful jacket adorning Lodwick's Story of Carmarthen, this time
enclosing a revised and enlarged edition which comes out just as
The Carmarthenshive Histovian gocs [0 press,

Eighteen years have gone since Malcolm and Edith Lodwick’s
book was received with great interest and the new edition is assured
of an equally enthusiastic reception. Carmarthen’s recorded history
extends over eighteen centuries and seventeen of these passed before
William Spurrell brought our the first printed work concerning the
town’s story in 1860. In the relauvely short period since the
Lodwick family brought out their first book there have been changes
which made the production of a new edition desirable, and at the
same time the opportunity has been taken to expand the work, which
now has nearly seventy more pages and twice as many illustrations.

Most important of the revisions is, of course, the chapter on
Roman Carmarthen, which has been very largely te-written in con-
sequence of the excavations of 1968-9 thar demonstrated for all
see the freshly revealed significance of the site as a civil town as
well as a military garrison. But throughout the book there are
additions and deletions that enhance its original value and interest,
though the formar and arrangement of the chapters—which facilitate
pleasurable browsing—are retained, yet even in the latter respect
one or two new ones have been inserted,

Joyce and Victor Lodwick have undertaken their task with
diligence and the result is commendable, A few familiar illustrations
have disappeared, but many new ones swell the assorted wealth
liberally distributed throughout the book. Some of the late Malcolm
Lodwick's drawings are retained ; the rest for the most part are from
the pen of his wife, Edith Lodwick, whose work regularly graces the
pages of The Carmarthenshive Historian,

The Story of Carmarthen is very much a family effort, having
been written, illustrated, printed and published by the Lodwicks,
who now take their place among the town’s historians. One sees a
steady demand for their book and there comes easily to mind the
prediction that by next Christmas The Story of Carmarthen, newly

garmented, will have spread far and wide.
Editor.

T ik B Em
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘THE BEST HISTORIAN'
Sir,

Whilst in the remote country churchyard of St. Paulinus at
Ystradftin, I observed the following monumental inscription relating
to William Jones of Dalarwen, who died on the 9th October, 1880 at
the age of 76 :—

Yr oedd wyn darllenydd mawr yn meddu cof rhagorel ac wm

hanesydd ac hynafiethydd Ileol goeu yn neheudir Cymru, yr oedd

ya hollol hyddysg yn achau hell brif deulucedd ein gwlad a'u

gysulltiadau, Yr ocedd hefyd yn wr o wybodaeth gyffredinol,

a safai yn uchel ei barch yn v wilad.

which I translate as—
He was a prolific reader, with an excellent memory, and the
best historian and antiquarian in South Wales, being fully con-
versant with the ancestors of all the noted families of our country
and their associations. He was also a man of wide knowledge,
and was greatly esteemed in the country.

This may perhaps be of interest to your readers, and it may be
that there are some among them who could tell us more abour this
old genealogist,

DAVID OWEN,
114, Grand Drive, Raynes Park, London, 5.%W.20.

WHERE IS FOY?
Sir,

I understand that there is a photograph of Coalbrook House
[Pontyberem] and information about it in The Carmarthenshire
Historian, Volume IT1.  Ts it possible to obtain a copy 7 Coalbrook
house was the home of my great-great-grandfather, Robert Rees,

If anv of your readers know anything of the Rees family from
‘Kilverry’ {or Kilveiny), ‘Kilymaenllwyd” [Pembrey] or ‘Colebrook’
I would like very much to hear from them.

Can anybody tell me the location of Foy ? I think there is a
church called St Faith which at one time was Tyfoe. Perhaps St
Faith is called something else now,

{(Mrs.) LILIAN REES SNYDER,
3323, South Utica Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74105, U.5.A.
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